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CHRISTMAS PARTY 2010
Kathy Loffland, Fifer C, enjoys time with her
daughter, Edyth Wolf, during the Resident &
Family Christmas Party on Friday, December
17th.  Over 350 family members facility-wide visit-
ed IVHQ to participate in the party.

(See additional photographs from the special event starting on page #12.)
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Population Report

Men Women
WWI 0 0
WWII 161 12
WWI & WWII 0 0
WWII & Korea 14 0
Korea 79 0
WWII, Korea & Vietnam 3 0
Korea & Vietnam 2 0
Vietnam 63 2
Gulf 2 0
Peace Time 17 2
Non-Veterans 0 71

Total 341 87

Total Population 428

H These statistics were valid as of December 22, 2010.

Age Range Chart

Men Women
39 & Under 0 0
40-49 0 0
50-59 13 0
60-69 46 5
70-79 56 7
80-89 191 62
90-99 33 13
100 & Over 2 0

Branch of Service Report

Air Force 35
Army 197
Coast Guard 4
Marine 24
Navy 97
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It is hard to believe that we are down to the last
few days of 2010 and heading fast toward 2011.  As
noted in the last issue, in 2011 the Illinois Veterans
Home at Quincy will celebrate its 125th anniversary.
Obviously this is special and in the next BUGLE
issue, we will announce the planned events to mark
the occasion.  Should be a lot of fun.  Below is anoth-
er interesting article on the history of the Home.  My
thanks to IVHQ Library Volunteer Lynn Snyder for
sharing her outstanding research and writing skills
with us.  I hope you enjoyed her last contribution as
much as I did.

In closing, I wish all residents, employees, volun-
teers and their families a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!  Enjoy the article. 

LOOKING BACK - 125 YEARS AT IVHQ

The City Prepares:  “Whoop!!”

On Dec. 3rd, 1885, the QUINCY WHIG reported
on the celebrations in the city following the announce-
ments that Quincy had been chosen as the location for
the Illinois Soldiers and Sailors Home.  Once the
euphoria of celebration had settled, however, the
planning and work that had begun with the effort to
win the home immediately shifted into making the
home a reality.  The very next day, December 4th, the
QUINCY DAILY JOURNAL noted:

“We are credibly informed that the expenses of
the Soldiers’ Home commission have been $3,000.
This leaves $7,000 of the $10,000 set apart to pay the
expenses of the commission and to apply to a site.
$11,000 have already been subscribed by our citizens.
This amount added to the $7,000 just referred to
makes
$18,000 now provided for the site.  The site [the E.H.
Dudley homestead] is to cost $22,500.  There are a few
incidental expenses to be met, so that we have yet to
raise $5,000.  This can be done without any trouble.”

As part of the presentation package put forward
by the local “committee on location,” the cost of the
land upon which the home was to be built was con-
tributed by the citizens and merchants of Quincy, and
soon members of the “finance committees” were visit-

ing those who had pledged money, through “subscrip-
tions” and urging them to make good on their pledges.
On December 10th, responding to a presentation by
the finance committee, the Adams County Board of
Supervisors passed a resolution to contribute $1,000
to the purchase fund.  And on Dec. 13th the QUINCY
DAILY WHIG warned:

“Those who subscribed to the fund to purchase the
site selected for the Illinois Soldiers’ home should pay
the amount at once.  Many have already done so.  The
trustees will probably meet in this city during the
present week, where the transfer of the property will
be made.  Messrs. F.W. Menke, Herman Heidbreder
and C.F.A. Behrensmeyer, who were appointed to
solicit subscriptions in the Fourth ward to the fund to
purchase the site for the soldiers’ home, succeeded in
obtaining nearly $1,000.  This sum was given in addi-
tion to the amount subscribed before.”

The effort was successful, and on January 20,
1886 the abstract of title to the Dudley property,
including 142 acres of land and the Dudley home and
farm outbuildings, was accepted by Attorney General
Hunt and Gov. Oglesby on behalf of the State of
Illinois.  Once the transfer had been made, it became
the responsibility of the State of Illinois, and the
newly appointed board of trustees (Gen. Daniel
Dustin of Sycamore, board president, Co. L.T.
Dickason of Danville, and Maj. J.G. Rowland of
Quincy), to develop the necessary architectural, engi-
neering and landscaping plans, and begin construc-

Administrator’s
Column

BY ADMINISTRATOR BRUCE VACA
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tion of the buildings as soon as the winter weather
had passed.

For the citizens of Quincy, and the city govern-
ment, the focus now shifted to issues of city prepared-
ness, and anticipation of a suitable, and much
grander summer celebration to commemorate the
grand opening of Home.

The city and its merchants eagerly anticipated
the boost to commerce of increased travel to Quincy by
visitors and travelers, for the grand dedication, and
thereafter to tour the extensive grounds of the home.
The Quincy Whig, Mar. 11, 1886 noted that since the
decision to locate the home in Quincy ,”the attention
of capitalists in Chicago has been attracted to this
city.”  In anticipation of the upcoming dedication,
which, it was thought, might bring as many as 40,000
visitors to town, merchants and builders began to
think of a new and expanded downtown area, includ-
ing new hotels
to house visi-
tors.  New com-
mittees were
established to
plan for and
raise further
funding for the
grand celebra-
tion, a celebra-
tion which
would eventual-
ly stretch over
three days time,
Oct. 19-21, 1886
at a cost of over
$6,000.

H o w e v e r ,
more practical matters were also of concern in the city
of Quincy in 1886.  Many city streets were still
unpaved, and household livestock could sometimes
still be found roaming at large.   Although the City
Council had passed an ordinance prohibiting cattle
and other livestock from running free, and fining own-
ers of animals captured by city officers, the ordinance
was often ignored, or challenged, as noted in the offi-
cial proceedings of the council for July 5, 1886, “CAT-
TLE ORDINANCE.  Henry Prante and others, repre-
senting owners of cows, petitioned the Council to
repeal the ordinance prohibiting cattle running at
large.  Referred to Ordinance committee.”

And even before the Home had been dedicated or
the first resident accepted, temperance minded citi-
zens of Quincy and the trustees of the Home were
expressing concerns about the presence of saloons
near the grounds of the Home.  During the July 26th
meeting of the city council, at which the subject of

cows at large was once again discussed at length, J.G.
Rowland, of the Home board of trustees, “asked that
no saloons be licensed within four blocks of the sol-
diers’ home.  The petition was referred to a special
committee of three and the city attorney.”

Of much greater immediate importance, however,
was the condition of many Quincy city streets, and
ground transportation around the city.  As early as
December 11th, the QUINCY DAILY JOURNAL
noted:  “The locating of the Soldiers’ Home in Quincy
gives the city a duty to perform.  Locust street will
need immediate attention.  As soon as the work can be
done this street should be nicely graded from Sunset
Hill east to Twelfth  street.  We call the attention of
the board of pubic works to the matter now, so that
they may take it into consideration.  We deem it
advisable to attend to this work as early as may be in
the spring.”

In fact, in
1886, the
Dudley proper-
ty lay outside
the city limits of
Quincy, in the
“village” or
township of
Ellington.  No
paved streets
ran north of
Locust to the
grounds of the
home, and there
was no street
car or public
transport with-
in at least a

quarter mile of the home.  In February 1886, the
Adams County board of supervisors voted to construct
a bridge across Cedar creek on North fifth street,
within Ellington township, and the DAILY WHIG,
Feb 18th, noted that with the construction of the
home, “North Fifth street will be one of the avenues
leading to it, and during the summer months hun-
dreds of carriages will go to the institution on that
street.”  The paper further urged that because North
5th ran through a deep cut just south of the railroad
tracks in that area, “and as the track runs around the
hill, it is impossible to see a coming train, and, conse-
quently accidents will be sure to happen if vehicles
are forced to cross the track,” a street traffic bridge
should be built over the railroad tracks.  “If the bridge
is constructed over the track Fifth street will become
one of the principal thoroughfares leading to the sol-
diers’ home, and property will increase in value.”  If
the bridge was not constructed in this manner, the



A FEW THINGS GOING ON...
Please take note of the following events to take place in the weeks and months ahead:

* New Year’s Eve Party - Friday, December 31st at 4:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Starts with BINGO,
includes a special supper, and ends with a dance from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Lots of sparkling
drinks and noise makers.

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, January 6th, load at 1:00 p.m.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, January 7th at 10:00 a.m. in Anderson.
Adjutant John Wingerter will be the guest speaker.

* Carthage VFW BINGO - Saturday, January 8th, 2:00 p.m. in Elmore Dining Room.  Bingo and treats.

* Chili & Pool - Thursday, January 13th.  1:30 p.m. in the basement of Lippincott Hall.

* Canton Elks Dance - Saturday, January 15th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Country
Times Band.

* Jacksonville Marine Corps League Detachment & Auxiliary BINGO - Saturday, January 22nd, 1:00
p.m. in Lippincott.  Bingo and treats.

* Red Cross Blood Drive - Wednesday, January 26th.  10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, February 4th at 10:00 a.m.  Location and Guest
Speaker TBA.

* Monmouth/Roseville/Macomb BINGO - Saturday, February 5th.  1:30 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.
BINGO & treats.

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, February 10th, load at 1:00 p.m.

* American Red Cross USO Show - Saturday, February 12th.  2:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.

* Civil War Ball - Saturday, February 12th.  7:00 p.m. to 10 :00 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.

* Payson VFW Post BINGO - Saturday, February 19th.  1:30 p.m. in Lippincott Hall.  BINGO & treats.

* Canton Elks Dance - Saturday, February 26th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Rock ‘N
Western Band.
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paper warned, “and every one going out in a vehicle is
compelled to take the chances of an accident or run-
away, but few people will travel on that street.”

None the less, as the plans for construction of the
home moved forward over the early months of 1886,
the increased attention to the north side of Quincy,
and the anticipated rise in general of property values
and visitorship was noted by city residents and mer-
chants as well as their rural neighbors.  As the date of
the opening of the Home approached, all in the
Quincy area appeared to be looking forward to the
new opportunities and challenges it would present for
the Gem City.  In the Quincy Daily Journal of Feb. 24,
the “Ellington Scribe” opined:

“Ellington is gradually assuming a degree of noto-
riety.  If the proceedings of the past five years were

written it would comprise a history both interesting
and astonishing.  The greatest boom that Ellington
will ever experience will be when the Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Home is completed.  Whoop!!”

Next:  Building Begins.

Photo Captions:
(left photo)  Unpaved Hampshire Street in 1889, north side look-
ing east between 4th & 5th.   Photo from Carl Landrum collection,
courtesy Quincy Public Library, Historic Area Photo Collection.

(right photo)  Unpaved Hampshire Street in 1890’s, north side
looking west from 8th.  Photo from Carl Landrum collection, cour-
tesy Quincy Public Library, Historic Area Photo Collection.
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NEW ADMISSIONS (OCTOBER 12TH THROUGH DECEMBER 21ST)

WELCOME TO IVHQ

Gene Anderson
Fletcher 1

From East Moline
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 8/11

Bob Gass
Elmore West

From Glasford
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 12/10

Ray Dugger
Markword 1

From Springfield
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 12/21

Bo Brough
Fletcher 1

From Augusta
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 4/11

Jerry Anderson
Markword 1
From Ursa

Korean War
Army Veteran

DOB is 2/9

Roger Geers
Fletcher 2

From Taylor MO
Peacetime

Army Veteran
DOB is 4/23

Max Johnson
Markword 2
From Quincy
WWII & KW

Army Veteran
DOB is 2/10

Hal Jameson
Schapers B

From Quincy
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 10/4

Helen Howard
Somerville

From Elmwood
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 11/28

Cass Geraci
Markword 2
From Quincy

WWII
Navy Veteran
DOB is 10/22

Dean Johnston
Fletcher 2

From Pittsfield
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 8/31

Dick Norris
Markword 2

From Morrisonville
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 8/18

Emerson Munro
Schapers B

From Mundelein
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 8/4

Arlen Mulholland
Elmore East

From Belleville
Korean War

Navy Veteran
DOB is 7/25

Bill Lucas
Schapers B

From Glenarm
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 8/26
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NEW ADMISSIONS
WELCOME TO IVHQ

John Prunchunas
Fletcher 1

From University Place WA
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 10/20

George Williams
Elmore East
From Quincy
Korean War

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 7/26

Raymond Speckhart
Markword 2
From Payson
Korean War

Army Veteran
DOB is 3/8

Forrest Spangle
Markword 2

From Godfrey
WWII

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 5/1

Wally Skolarz
Elmore East

From New Lenox
Korean War

Army Veteran
DOB is 6/11

Paul Winslow
Markword 2
From Payson
Korean War

Navy Veteran
DOB is 2/23

Bob Zwick
Markword 2
From Quincy

WWII
Navy Veteran
DOB is 2/21

New Year’s Eve Party
Friday, December 31st in Smith Hall

BINGO at 4:00 p.m.
Special Supper at 5:30 p.m.
Dance from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Lots of sparkling drinks & noise makers

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Tom Markovic 1/1 Somerville
Robert Ayers 1/2 Fletcher 1
Barbara Essebagger 1/3 Somerville
Jiggs Hermes 1/4 Fifer A
Jim Freiburg 1/5 Fifer D
Anne Soebbing 1/6 Elmore 2
Bill Robertson 1/6 Schapers B
Wilma Veach 1/6 Anderson
Carl Bushard 1/7 Markword 1
Lucille Wiskirchen 1/7 Elmore West
Wilma Thomas 1/7 Elmore 2
John Borg 1/7 Schapers B
Rodney Casleton 1/8 Fletcher 1
Walter Dodd 1/10 Elmore West
Forest Owens 1/11 Fifer D
Robert Grawe 1/12 Elmore West
Lennie Watts 1/12 Markword 1
Lewis Scholten 1/13 Markword 2
Ella Reynolds 1/14 Schapers A
John Schiavone 1/15 Fletcher 1
George Iler 1/15 Fifer A
Madline Thrasher 1/15 Somerville
Anton Svetlecich 1/16 Markword 2
Bradley Centola 1/16 Markword 1
Charles Tetmeyer 1/17 Markword 1
May Jenks 1/18 Fifer B
Johann Rice 1/18 Elmore 2
Jon Klinc 1/18 Elmore West
Sandy Burkey 1/21 Elmore 2
Herman Frazier 1/22 Fifer D
Jack Ewing 1/22 Fifer D
Reg Willis 1/23 Fletcher 1
George Yocum 1/24 Markword 2
Frank Huff 1/25 Markword 2
Dorothy Baker 1/25 Somerville
John Gross 1/25 Fifer C
Dean Pool 1/26 Fifer B
Bob Fox 1/26 Fletcher 1
David Katz 1/27 Fifer D
Bob Van Deusen 1/28 Markword 2
Dick Boyd 1/28 Elmore 2
Ike Shaffer 1/30 Fletcher 2
Michael Traeger 1/31 Markword 1

Denise Camden 1/1 Nursing
Steve Duesterhaus 1/1 Power Plant
Holly Perrine 1/1 Nursing
Chuck Eckhoff 1/2 Dietary
Sherri Halle 1/2 Nursing
Joanna Jackson 1/2 Nursing
Cheryl Hemphill 1/3 Shopper
James Rehfeldt 1/4 Dietary
Josephine Englund 1/5 Nursing
Tanesha Humphrey 1/5 Nursing
William Oakley 1/5 Dietary
Paul Schreacke 1/5 Truck Garage
Donna Williamson 1/5 Nursing
Kathleen Morgan 1/7 Housekeeping
Amanda Cannon 1/8 Housekeeping
Bonnie Coffman 1/8 Nursing
Dianna Dyer 1/8 Nursing
Greta Frankel 1/8 Social Services
Gayle Moulton 1/8 Nursing
Alicia Ashby 1/10 Switchboard
Tracy Brown 1/10 Radiology
Bruce Hall 1/10 Paint Shop
Jayme Hickerson 1/11 Nursing
Kathy Cook 1/12 Dietary
Chris Coleman 1/13 Nursing
Nanette Fenton 1/13 Nursing
Lexi Cook 1/15 Nursing
Diane Jennings 1/15 Nursing
Chris Dever 1/17 Dietary
Deb Schafer 1/18 Nursing
Tami Carver 1/19 Nursing
Rebecca Schlinkman 1/19 Nursing
Teresa Zahn 1/19 Nursing
Bobbie Hill 1/20 Nursing
Yvette Alexander 1/20 Nursing
Connie Deming 1/21 Nursing
Colette Douglas 1/21 Dietary
Nicole McLaughlin 1/21 Dietary
Carmen Mallory 1/23 Nursing
Pat NolinWinkler 1/23 Nursing
Lynette Carpenter 1/24 Nursing
Elaina Gooding 1/24 Nursing
Don Bangert 1/25 Electrician
Joyce Donley 1/25 Dietary
Amy McLernon 1/25 Nursing
Cathy Baucom 1/26 Nursing
Ed Nicholson 1/26 Barber
Laura Akers 1/27 P.T.
Fr. Don Blickhan 1/27 Chaplain
Kathy Lear 1/28 Nursing
Kathy Mowen 1/28 Nursing
Tina Graham 1/29 Nursing
Mary Ueberlauer 1/31 Dietary

JJAANNUUAARRYY BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYYSS

RReessiiddeennttss EEmmppllooyyeeeess
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Charlie Schafer 2/1 Schapers A
Frank Sebastian 2/4 Fifer B
Bob Runser 2/4 Fifer D
Joe Bergschneider 2/5 Markword 2
Phil Shrader 2/5 Elmore 2
Bruce Kendall 2/6 Markword 1
John Perry 2/6 Elmore East
Jack Metternich 2/7 Elmore West
Rita Schulte 2/8 Elmore 2
Jesse Foglesong 2/9 Fletcher 1
Jerry Anderson 2/9 Markword 1
Max Johnson 2/10 Markword 2
Frances Stauffer 2/11 Elmore West
Archie McCabe 2/12 Elmore 2
Jerry Klitz 2/13 Fifer D
Frank Zalar 2/14 Fifer C
Charlie Talbert 2/14 Fifer C
Cal Loy 2/15 Schapers B
Elvis Hodge 2/16 Schapers B
Rosemary Browner-Smith 2/17 Markword 1
Don Schofield 2/20 Schapers B
Joanna Caldwell 2/20 Elmore 2
Veronica Tomczak 2/21 Somerville
Bob Zwick 2/21 Markword 2
Maury Loring 2/23 Markword 2
Carl Hamann 2/23 Markword 1
Paul Winslow 2/23 Markword 2
Frank Richardson 2/23 Markword 2
Chuck Gailey 2/23 Fletcher 2
Norma Lawrence 2/25 Markword 1
Louis Anderson 2/27 Markword 2
Camilla Reimer 2/27 Somerville
Pete Blair 2/27 Fifer A
Arnold Hunn 2/28 Fifer D
Elmo Baker 2/29 Fifer D

Juana Walker 2/1 Nursing
Roxie Coffey 2/2 Nursing
Brian Caley 2/3 Housekeeping
Linda Humke 2/3 Nursing
Richard Carver 2/4 Security
Marcie Watson 2/5 Dietary
Cheryl Welte 2/5 Nursing
Connie Jacobs 2/6 Laundry
Linda Mason 2/7 Nursing
Robin Diehl 2/8 Nursing
Lisa Parson 2/8 Nursing
Cheri Dunham 2/9 Nursing
Paul McIntosh 2/9 Nursing
Marg Warrington 2/9 Nursing
John Baumgartner 2/10 Nursing
Sherry Bird 2/10 Activities
Lucinda Bishop 2/10 Nursing
Helen Keller 2/10 Property Control
Kim Vahle 2/10 Maintenance
Janet Cole 2/13 Nursing
Loretta Goehl 2/13 Nursing
Julie Myers 2/13 Housekeeping
Michelle Hincks 2/14 Housekeeping
Denise Abbey 2/15 Nursing
Bill Llewellyn 2/15 Nursing
Mary Palmer 2/15 Nursing
Sharon Greving 2/16 Nursing
Marilyn Powell 2/16 Nursing
Dory Black 2/17 Nursing
Valerie Klement 2/17 Nursing
Kayla Peters 2/18 Nursing
Mag Ambrose 2/20 Nursing
Ed Curley 2/21 Dietary
Maggie Holtschlag 2/21 Nursing
Ashley Taber 2/21 Nursing
Michelle Voth 2/21 Nursing
Lisa Allen 2/22 Pharmacy
Sandra Cobern 2/22 Nursing
Sally Ducey 2/22 Nursing
Lucy Hankins 2/22 Nursing
Maria Waite 2/22 Nursing
Kim Brink 2/23 Nursing
Sheron McPike 2/23 Dietary
Chad Ballinger 2/24 Housekeeping
Theresa Landwehr 2/24 Accounting
Angela Sass 2/24 Nursing
Malinda Bockenfeld 2/25 Nursing
Steve Clair 2/26 General Store
William Spangler 2/26 Dietary
Keith Gerhardt 2/27 Nursing
Jim Kuhlman 2/27 Barber
Nancy Lee 2/27 Nursing
Chad Roberts 2/27 Power Plant
Leroy Davis Jr 2/28 Paint Shop

FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYYSS

RReessiiddeennttss EEmmppllooyyeeeess
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Have you ever read the
Christmas story according to Jesus
Christ?  I do not mean the
Christmas story according to Luke,
which we know so well, or
Matthew, which we also know, or
even the Apostle John, but the
Christmas story from the lips of the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  If we
could meet the great people of the
Christmas story and discuss with
them one by one, the story from
each would be beautiful and quite
familiar.

Mary would have an account of
the appearance of the angel, her
trip to visit Elizabeth, the birth
itself, the visit from the shepherds
and later the wise men.  Probably
the early chapters of Luke give an
account of those things as Mary
herself told the story.  Joseph
would have his story.  The shep-
herds their story and so on.  Yet
having gone through all that inter-
rogation, we would still want to
hear from the Lord.

Where are we going to find that
story?  We do not have it in the
gospels.  The Lord’s own story is in
the Old Testament, Psalm 40.  The
writer of Hebrews uses the words
in his epistle;

“Therefore, when Christ came
into the world, he said, Sacrifice
and offering you did not desire, but
a body you prepared for me; with
burnt offerings and sin offerings
you were not pleased.  Then I said,
here I am... it is written about me
in the scroll... I have come to do
your will, O God.”  (10:5-7)

Psalms is referring to the story
of Christmas from Christ himself.
These verses will teach us THREE
very valuable truths.

First, Christ came into the

world with a purpose.  Second,
Christ came into the world know-
ing that He was the only one to ful-
fill that purpose.  Third, Christ was
delighted to do the Father’s will.

It cannot be said of any other
person that they were born to do
this or that in life, But Jesus was
different.  Our Lord says that He
came for a specific purpose, more-
over, He spells it out; “I have come
to do your will, O God.”  What was
that will?  God willed that His “only
begotten Son” come to be our
Savior.

Author James Montgomery
Boice said this about our reporting
of Christmas; “I do not know why it
is, but we often lose a sense of that
purpose in telling the Christmas
story.  We focus so much on the
birth of the baby and on the senti-
mentality that goes with it… that
we miss the most important things.
Actually, the story is treated quite
simply in Scripture, and the
emphasis is always on the fact that
Jesus came to die.  The Lord Jesus
Christ, the eternal Son of God, took
a human body in order that He
might die for our salvation.  When
our Lord speaks of His coming it is
therefore highly understandable
that He is thinking along those
lines.”

It is not only that our Lord
came into the world with a sense of
purpose; He came into the world
with knowledge that He was the
perfect one to fulfill that purpose.
Unlike anybody else who has ever
been born, He was not only man;
He was God as well.  Therefore
while as a man He could die upon
the cross, as God.  He died in order
to pay the infinite price necessary
for our salvation.  We look at the

moral requirement of God’s right-
eousness spelled out in His Law
and our hearts and minds ask;
“Who can pay?”   “Such a debt I
owe…. Who can pay?”  But then the
Lord Jesus Christ steps forward
and signs His name to our ledger...
Only He can pay sin’s debt that I
owe; and He has!

The third thing in this text is
that Jesus is delighted to do the
Father’s will.  That very word is in
some of our versions.  It is certain-
ly in the 40th Psalm.  We find in
many places in Scripture that the
Lord was satisfied in His ministry.
The 22nd Psalm describes His
death by crucifixion, and toward
the end of that Psalm He is prais-
ing God.  The 53rd chapter of
Isaiah perhaps better than any
other Old Testament passage spells
out the theme of vicarious atone-
ment, the death of one on behalf of
the many.  At the end of that chap-
ter we find Jesus looking upon the
travail of His soul and saying, “I
am satisfied” (Isa. 53:11).  Hebrews
10:5-7 tells us He actually delight-
ed to do the will of God.

Could Jesus be delighted to
come to this earth from glory, to lay
aside all the privileges and prerog-
atives He had enjoyed as the eter-
nal  Son of God, to take on Himself
a human form, to become like us, to
become poor, to suffer throughout
life, and then eventually to suffer
upon the cross and die the death of
a sinner, a malefactor, an evildoer?
YES!  Jesus delighted in that,
because it was His pleasure to do
the Father’s will to achieve our sal-
vation.

There is one more thing to
notice.  When the Lord says, “Here
I am,” He is speaking in the present
tense, which is undoubtedly intend-
ed to make this important point: “I
have come; but not only have I
come, I have come never to depart
again.”  That is the reason the
Christmas story is alive.  It is the
only reason it has the hold it has
upon so many millions of people.

If the story were a fable or even
an event that merely had happened

Chaplain’s
Corner

BY REV. JOHN ADAMS
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2,000 years ago and then ended, it
would have no hold upon us.  What
does it really matter that somebody
died long ago in a far off land?  But,
if the One who came then still
comes, if He comes to the individ-
ual through His Spirit to bring the
results of the salvation He accom-
plished 2,000 years ago to where
you and I stand and act now, then

this story lives and enables us to
live also.

Have you found the Lord Jesus
Christ, who came at Christmas, to
be your Savior?  Have you placed
your trust in Him?  He has come.
He can be yours in this moment.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
by Phillip Brooks

“How silently, how silently, the

wondrous gift is given.
So God imparts to human

hearts the blessing of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,

but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive

Him still, the dear Christ enters in.”
So He does!  May this be your

experience at this Christmas sea-
son.

ANNIVERSARY DATES (JANUARY & FEBRUARY)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE EMPLOYEES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE!

Anniversary dates are print-
ed at the 5, 10, 15, and 20
year anniversaries.  Starting
at 25 years (and all those
above) employees will have
their photo published as
well.  Congratulations to all
celebrating anniversaries
during these two months!

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES:
Lynette Carpenter Nursing Jan. 9th
Lori Stark P.T. Jan. 10th
Peggy Johnson Housekeeping Jan. 14th
Carmen Mallory Nursing Jan. 22nd
Janet Franken Housekeeping Feb. 25th

15 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES
Tane Temple Administration Feb. 26th

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES:
Deb Sparrow Dietary Jan. 3rd
Misty Courtois Dietary Jan. 17th
Tracie Pepper P.T. Jan. 29th
Becky Hartley Nursing Feb. 13th
Janet Llewellyn Dietary Feb. 13th
Lisa Parson Nursing Feb. 13th
Pat McCauslin Housekeeping Feb. 20th
Ron Secrest Dietary Feb. 27th
Chris Tipton General Store Feb. 27th
Maria Waite Nursing Feb. 27th

5 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES
Wendy Bowen Pharmacy Jan. 17th
Kim Brink Nursing Jan. 23rd
Kevin Blewett Power Plant Jan. 30th
Lynn Fleming Library Feb. 1st

Cheryl Hemphill
Shopper

29 years on 2/24

Devin Huner
Dietary

28 years on 1/10

Brenda Langan
Activities

29 years on 1/5

Jane Wolf
Adjutant’s Office
25 years on 2/18
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Candid
Shots

“Candid Shots” from around IVHQ over
the past several weeks.  Enjoy.
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Charles Mettler presents $600 from DAV to Director Dan Grant

Veterans Day ProgramVeterans Day Program
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Veterans Day presentation by Captain Kerry CookVeterans Day Program

In Harm’s Way
The BUGLE is recognizing the family members of IVHQ residents and employees who
are currently serving In Harm’s Way.  Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.
May we never forget the sacrifice of the service man or woman or that of their fam-
ily anxiously awaiting their safe return.  Serving In Harm’s Way:

SGT Donald Daniels IL Army National Guard Egypt
Donald is the stepfather of Hema Rebman, Nursing

PFC Joel Hill US Army Afghanistan
Joel is the nephew of Keitha Stark, Personnel and cousin of Michaelynn Delcour, Nursing

SSGT Shannon Jenkins US Army Afghanistan
Shannon is the nephew of Marlene Jenkins, Nursing

GYSGT Shawn Martin US Marine Corps Afghanistan
Shawn is the brother-in-law of Alizibeth Martin, Nursing

PFC Patrick Mast US Army Iraq
Patrick is the nephew of Trent Lane, Nursing

SFC Michael McClintock US Army Egypt
Michael is the grandson of Ed McClintock, Elmore Infirmary

Capt. Shawn Nokes IL Army National Guard Iraq
Shawn is the son of Sheila Nokes-Deming, Laundry, and stepson of Gerald Deming, Power Plant

SFC Rodney Scalise US Army Afghanistan
Rodney is the son-in-law of Brenda Langan, Activities

SPC Danny Spohr US Army Afghanistan
Danny is the grandson of Edith Spohr, Fifer B, and son of Mike Spohr, Social Services

SSGT Nathan Wiley US Air Force Japan
Nathan is the Godson of Deanna Marshall, Activities



A FEW OF OUR BEST!
ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME

2010 EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

JANUARY
Lisa Curry, Housekeeping

FEBRUARY
Devin Huner, Dietary

MARCH
John Baumgartner, Nursing

APRIL
John Sanchez, Nursing

MAY
Shelly Watson, Dietary

JUNE
Doug Campbell, Carpenter

JULY
Wendy Bowen, Pharmacy

AUGUST
Mary Day, Nursing

SEPTEMBER
Julie Myers, Housekeeping

OCTOBER
Sherry Schmalshof, Switchboard

NOVEMBER
Loretta Goehl, Nursing

DECEMBER
Julie Markert, Nursing
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GLIMMERS OF PASSION
As George Ensign reflects on his

life, travels across the United States
are the most memorable and per-
haps happiest times.  He has been in
40 states plus the District of
Columbia, and when talking about
travelling he beams and his brown
eyes glow.  “My purpose was to see
as much of the U.S. as I could on
Amtrak or in buses and cars.  Some
trips on Amtrak only cost about two
or three cents a mile and I was on
one train trip that went through 17
states.  I’ve seen both of our coasts
and been in many large cities in
between; Philadelphia, New York,
Boston, Memphis, Los Angeles,
among others.  The route I took
through the Rockies showed one of
our most colorful regions, rural
Colorado, and I was awed by the
Grand Canyon in Arizona and when
I flew over Monument Valley in
Arizona and Mexico.”

In Denver George toured the
U.S. Mint and this rekindled anoth-
er passion: coin-collecting or numis-
matics as it is formally called.  He
began this pursuit as a child with
money from a paper route and has
continued it until now at age 68.
George has also toured the U.S.
Mint in Philadelphia that cast dies
for postal stamps, silver certificates,
and military medals.

“My dad and I went through
thousands of pennies and put
together two or three complete sets
of wheat pennies.  I had an 1893s
Morgan Dollar, the fifth scarcest
Morgan and sold it for $350 to pay a
hospital bill.  Today in that condi-
tion the coin is worth $3,000.  On
one occasion I purchased double-
faced gold coins and have some
interest in world coins.  The U.S.
Mint in Denver has one of the

largest fractional currency collec-
tions in the country; notes issued for
coin denominations during and after
the Civil War when gold, silver, and
copper were in short supply.  The
national park and state commemo-
rative coins brought people back
into the hobby after it had waned.”

George belonged to two or three
coin clubs in his native McHenry

County, IL, and is currently a mem-
ber of the Quincy Coin Club, serving
as vice-president of numismatics.
He is also interested in stamps and
has the “Five Star General” series.
As a boy his father taught him to
trap and hunt and fish at a time
when these pursuits were more a
means of survival than recreation.
George is also interested in guns
and speaks knowledgeably about
this invention profoundly shaping
American history.

“Period rifles reflect our history
in percussion guns, flint-lock rifles,
pin-fire, and tit-fire.  We needed
more rapid fire guns because

Indians with bows and arrows could
get off six shots in a minute.  Muzzle
loaders gave way to wheel locks, but
now you can buy a rifle that looks
like a muzzle loader but you put in a
firing cap.  Our illustrious General
Custer refused to take three Gatling
Guns into battle because of their
weight and this contributed to his
demise.”

George R. Ensign (a Scotch-
Irish name with the accent on the
second syllable) was born on
October 15, 1942, in Woodstock, IL.
His father was a factory worker and
farmer who lived through the two
world wars and the Great
Depression.  George was the first-
born of three sons.  Rolland Ensign
bought his first farm in 1959 and
farmed until retiring in ’72 when he
sold the land to real estate develop-
ers.  He bought a second farm in
1984 but rented most of it out and
used the rest for his own pleasure as
an avid outdoorsman and trapper.
George himself lived in McHenry
County all of his life before moving
to the IVHQ about five years ago.

George “hated” farm work as
much a school and says acerbically:
“When my father bought the farm
there was another chore for me
before, during, and after school!”  He
left McHenry High School during
his junior year and at 19 and still
underage and needing his parents’
written permission, married Sandra
Meier. They had dated for two years
but their marriage lasted only about
seven years before their divorce.  He
and his wife had a daughter and
they also suffered a miscarriage.  In
one of life’s ironies, George’s brother
later married Sandra and during
their marriage they had their own
child and another miscarriage.
Sandra died at 32 of heart disease,
and George is estranged from his
daughter and his grandchildren,
although he maintains contact with
his brothers.

George held responsible jobs in
the electronics industry working for
Admiral before moving to Oak
Electronics, a company that made
tuners, switches, and push buttons.
He was in Material Handling as an
Inspector before working up to a

Mr. George Ensign

Resident
at Random

BY JOSEPH NEWKIRK
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Class A Inspector and was responsi-
ble for ordering and scheduling hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars of
parts for the company and its subsi-
dies.

At the height of the Vietnam
War in 1969, George enlisted in the
Army but was discharged because of
lack of upper body strength.  He
persisted, though, and got in on
waivers and completed his basic
training at Fort Leonard Wood near
St. Louis before again being dis-
charged for physical reasons.

He has had his share of bodily
difficulties through the years.  He
spent six months at the Hines, IL
facility for extended care after his
foot was amputated and has had
two cancer operations.  He is now
confined to a wheelchair, but that
doesn’t keep him from attending
Quincy Coin Club meetings or trav-
elling cross-country to the Mark
Twain Casino in La Grange, MO.

“I’ve gambled all over the
U.S.A. in one form or another and
run the course on gambling.  I’ve
been to Las Vegas two dozen times
and to Atlantic City, Tunica, Reno,
the Bucket of Blood in Nevada’s
Virginia City, and all the casinos in
Chicago.  I’ve played in several lot-
teries and enjoy cards, although I’m
not good at them.  I have also bet on
horses at Arlington [Heights Race
Track in Illinois] among others. 

“The most I’ve won gambling is
$1,200 on a nickel slot, but I gave it
all back into the machines that day
and the day after.  Twice I’ve won
$600 or more on a penny slot.  The
most money I’ve seen won was
$232,000 in Tunica. Gambling can
be worse than cocaine and is one of
my downfalls.  I won’t tell you what
I’ve lost, but some people sell their
house and go to the casino!”

Although George can be friend-
ly and even bowled for his company
teams, he describes himself as a
“more or less a loner with no close
living friends” who has led a con-
templative life.  He is “well-read”
with WWII stories and military his-
tory as his favorites and is interest-
ed in current events and politics.
He watches the History Channel
and enjoys reruns of M.A.S.H. on

TV and is a life member of the
American Legion and at one time
was a member of the Young
Republicans.

“People need to take more time
to see what this country is about.
We have a beautiful country here
outside of the politics.  We need God
and all his hosts of delegates to fix
the government mess we have.  I’m
ashamed to be from Illinois where
four former governors have been
indicted for felonies and our poor
children and grandchildren will
have to pay for this disaster.  We
need to come down hard on corrup-
tion and not treat these criminals
like heroes.”

He has admired, though some
illustrious military figures -
Generals MacArthur, Eisenhower,
and Patton - and his great hero is
President Theodore Roosevelt who,
he accurately notes, while justly
honored never rode up San Juan
Hill as is popularly claimed.  That
charge was led by Colonel Leonard
Wood.

A photograph on his Fifer C
bulletin board is of a man whose
daughter he dated two or three
years ago after he “helped her get
her affairs in order.”  Another pic-
ture shows an Air Force photogra-
pher working with George on a doc-
umentary film about veterans.  One
photo is of him and Tammy
Duckworth, who at the time was
director of the Illinois Department
of Veterans Affairs.  Finally,
George’s 90 year-old mother: in
excellent health for her age and his
travelling companion on many trips.

George Ensign has garnered
some hard-won wisdom in his color-
ful life.  His advice to young people:
stay away from drugs!  The great
lesson of his life: a fool and his
money are soon parted!

When asked about the afterlife
he answers without hesitation: “I
was baptized a Methodist but quit
going to church when I was old
enough to caddy [golf] at the coun-
try club every Sunday.  I find it hard
to believe in anything more [after
death].  We live in the Milky Way
Galaxy and there are multitudes of
galaxies so far out it ain’t funny.  As

vast as space is, there must be other
people out there.”

I first met George Ensign as a
member of the Quincy Coin Club
long before I knew he was a resident
of the Illinois Veterans Home.  He
was passionate about numismatics
and shared his wide knowledge of
the field.  He was an exemplary offi-
cer: devoted, punctual, and helpful.
As I got to know him better, this
passion expressed itself beyond
coins into travel and history and
current events and deeply held con-
victions.  He says wistfully, “I could
have done better for myself but did-
n’t.  I wish my parents had cracked
down harder on me later in my life.”
Yet he held responsible and techni-
cally challenging jobs in electronics
and has the enthusiasm of a child
with his hobbies.

As he prepares for a night of
gambling at the Mark Twain
Casino, he says spiritedly, “I’d like
to see the Great Northeast U.S.,
Alaska on a cruise from Vancouver
to Anchorage, Yellowstone, and the
Black Hills of South Dakota.  There
are only ten states I haven’t been in.
I’ve seen Elvis Presley’s Graceland
home in Memphis and recently saw
the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame in
Cleveland as well as George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Home
in Virginia, Betsy Ross’ House and
the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia,
and Old Ironsides in Boston.”

At the November meeting of the
Quincy Coin Club, George’s bid won
one of the lots.  As the auctioneer
handed him his coins the Illinois
veteran smiled for the first time in
quite a while and beamed at his
brother who had brought him to the
meeting.  “Gold was recently selling
for more than $1,400 an ounce and
silver for more than $29 an ounce.
It’s a good investment!”

Just as he and his father looked
through thousands of pennies for
rare coins resting like buried treas-
ure at the bottom of the pile, George
Ensign sometimes finds glimmers
and sparkles in his coins and in the
passions of his life.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR!
From your IVHQ Library Staff & Volunteers - Derv,
Eva, Juanita, LaVerne, Lynn F., Lynn S., Mark,
Nancy, Sandy, Sharon, & Tom.

In a few days, we will all be celebrating the
arrival of 2011.  The new year will bring us to the
Quasquicentennial anniversary (125th year) of the
Veterans’ Home.  What a special anniversary it will
be for all who are connected with the Illinois
Veterans Home!  Plans are being made to have sev-
eral special events later on in the year, so leading up
to, and including that time of celebration, at least
two columns in your “BUGLE” will give you a view
of the history of the Home.  Through this library col-
umn, and the new column introduced in the last
issue of the “BUGLE,” called “Looking Back – 125
Years at IVHQ,” readers will learn more interesting,
and sometimes amusing facts about the early years
of the Illinois Veterans’ Home in Quincy, Illinois.

LIBRARY EARLY YEARS
From the beginning of the Home, a library was

seen as an integral part of the facility with its serv-
ices made available for the residents through the
efforts the administration and of many groups con-
tributing to its growth and support that still contin-
ues throughout the 125 years.  The following is
taken from the Architect’s Report, October 1st, 1886,

in the First Biennial Report of the
Board of Trustees and Officers of
the Illinois Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Home at Quincy.
“The executive building (Stone
Bldg) will have a finished base-
ment-partly above ground; and
above the basement part of the
building, will be two stories and a
part three stories in height, while

a tower will rise at one corner, having
a pavement at the top surrounded by a battlement,
from which a fine view of the surrounding country
may be had, the paved deck being seventy feet above
the ground.”

“The executive building can be utilized as a
home for a part of the men until it is required for
other purposes.  A dining room and pantry will be
fitted up in the basement, and nearly all the room
above can be used as sleeping rooms until wanted
for offices, library, reading room, museum, etc.”

On a slightly different note, the Quincy Daily
Whig, May 11, 1887, page 8, one of several Quincy
newspapers at the time, presented an article was
reflecting on the first two months of operation at the
Home…

“Gen. Lippincott is most anxious to get this
library under way, and to this end he hopes that
people interested in the welfare of the Home will
contribute such books and periodicals as they can.
“We get plenty of bibles and tracts and religious
papers and all that, but the men don’t want such
things” said the general.  “The kind (sic) of books we
want are just such as interest other people besides
old soldiers.  We would like sets of the standard nov-
els, all the war literature that we can get, such as
the memoirs of Grant, Sherman, Logan, and the con-
federate leaders.  I am hoping that the Grand Army
posts will interest themselves in this matter.  We
have a fine room for library purposes in the head-
quarters building, but nothing to put into it.”

Later from the Superintendent’s Report, of
August 31, 1888 to the Board of Trustees:

“Gentleman- Herewith I, (Major Joseph G.
Rowland, Superintendent from 1887-1893) submit
the report required at this date...

“We have secured, chiefly through the efforts of
the ladies (Women’s Relief Corps) who are working
in the interest of the soldier, a collection of books
that makes a satisfactory beginning for the library.
About 1,400 volumes are on its shelves.  Connected
with the library is a large reading room and numer-
ous newspapers, chiefly Illinois papers, and maga-
zines are on file for use of members.  Regular reli-

Library
Notes
BY LYNN FLEMING
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NEW EMPLOYEES (OCTOBER 12TH THROUGH DECEMBER 21ST)

RESIDENTS AND FELLOW STAFF WELCOME YOU TO IVHQ!

Cindy Bishop
Nursing - 11/16

Rose Anderson
Nursing - 11/16

Chris Coleman
Nursing - 11/22

Jim Hills
Nursing - 11/16

Rachael Dinklage
Nursing - 10/28

Elnora Holte
Nursing - 11/22

Bill Llewellyn
Nursing - 11/16

Sheri Johnson
Nursing - 11/16

Tina Moyer
Security - 12/16

Debra Schafer
Nursing - 11/9

Lisa Parson
Nursing - 11/22

Rebecca Schlinkman
Nursing - 11/16

Tana Schutte
Nursing - 11/9

Donita Scott
Nursing - 11/16

Heather Valentine
Nursing - 11/16

Cody Sommer
Nursing - 11/16

Maria Waite
Nursing - 10/28

gious services are held in the
Assembly room, which is, howev-
er, much too small.  Not more
that one-half of our members can
be comfortably seated in it.”

On the previous page is an
1894 photo of the executive build-
ing (Stone Bldg).  In its back-
ground are many cottage build-
ings and off to the right with only
a portion of the front showing, is
the former hospital of the Home.
In this photo, the photographer is
located on the east side of the
present Elmore parking lot.

Between the street, where the
men in this photo are standing
and the executive bldg, is an
empty strip of land.  This is
where your IVHQ library build-
ing, built in1905, now stands.
Executive Building in 1894

Photograph: from booklet:
Illinois Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Home, Quincy, Illinois: Indelible
Photographs.  Copyright 1894, by
Illinois Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Home, Quincy. The Albertype
Co., New York.  (Original loaned
by Mrs. C. Landrum, Quincy,

Illinois.)
The above facts and picture

with much more similar historic
information about the library and
Home are on display at the IVHQ
library for all to enjoy.

Acknowledgement: Historical
content of this article and items
displayed in the library are due to
the relentless research efforts of
Lynn Snyder, library volunteer,
to whom we are very much
indebted.
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MORAL ISSUES RELATED
TO END OF LIFE DECISIONS

At the annual Care Plan meeting for each resi-
dent, the team reviews the “Advance Directives,” ask-
ing the individual for his wishes should his heart or
breathing stop.  Some wish to be revived, others wish
to let nature take its course.

It is not unusual for family members to approach
a chaplain asking what is permitted or unacceptable
morally when the end of life is within sight.  For that
reason let us review some of the more common issues.

A question many
family members ask
is, “What medical
care must I provide
for my loved ones in
their senior years?
The Catholic Church
teaches that: “The natu-
ral law and the Fifth
C o m m a n d m e n t
requires that all ordi-
nary means be used to
preserve life, such as
food, water, exercise,
and medical care.” 1

While this is the
general principle there
are nuances.  As the the Church clarifies:

Since the middle ages, however, Catholic theolo-
gians have recognized that human beings are not
morally obligated to undergo every possible medical
treatment to save their lives. Treatments that are
unduly burdensome or sorrowful, such as amputation,
or beyond the economic means of the person, or which
only prolong the suffering of a dying person, are moral-
ly extraordinary, meaning they are not obligatory. 2

In short we are not required to take extraor-
dinary means for medical care. When the natural
functions of the body are beyond healing, then we are
not required to keep a person alive by means beyond
the ordinary.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains:
Discontinuing medical procedures that are bur-

densome, dangerous, extraordinary, or disproportion-

ate to the expected outcome can be
legitimate; it is the refusal of "over-
zealous" treatment. Here one does
not will to cause death; one's inabil-
ity to impede it is merely accepted.
The decisions should be made by
the patient if he is competent and
able or, if not, by those legally enti-
tled to act for the patient, whose rea-
sonable will and legitimate interests

must always be respected. 3

Please note that water and food are considered
“ordinary” means that are required to be given in ordi-
nary circumstances.  Pope John Paul II spoke to that
issue following the action of Terry Schiavo’s husband
who directed the removal of her feeding in order to
hasten her death.  The Holy Father taught:

In particular, the term permanent vegetative state
has been coined to indicate the condition of those
patients whose "vegetative state" continues for over a
year. Actually, there is no different diagnosis that cor-
responds to such a definition, but only a conventional

prognostic judgment,
relative to the fact that
the recovery of patients,
statistically speaking, is
ever more difficult as the
condition of vegetative
state is prolonged in
time. However, we must
neither forget nor under-
estimate that there are
well-documented cases
of at least partial recov-
ery even after many
years;       we can thus
state that medical sci-
ence, up until now, is
still unable to predict

with certainty who among patients in this condition
will recover and who will not.

Faced with patients in similar clinical conditions,
there are some who cast doubt on the persistence of the
"human quality" itself, almost as if the adjective "vege-
tative" (whose use is now solidly established), which
symbolically describes a clinical state, could or should
be instead applied to the sick as such, actually
demeaning their value and personal dignity. In this
sense, it must be noted that this term, even when con-
fined to the clinical context, is certainly not the most
felicitous when applied to human beings.

In opposition to such trends of thought, I feel the
duty to reaffirm strongly that the intrinsic value and
personal dignity of every human being do not change,
no matter what the concrete circumstances of his or her
life. A man, even if seriously ill or disabled in the exer-

Pastoral
Reflections

BY FR. DON BLICKHAN
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cise of his highest functions, is and
always will be a man, and he will
never become a "vegetable" or an
"animal".

Even our brothers and sisters
who find themselves in the clinical
condition of a "vegetative state"
retain their human dignity in all
its fullness.  The loving gaze of God
the Father continues to fall upon
them, acknowledging them as his
sons and daughters, especially in
need of help.

Medical doctors and health-
care personnel, society and the
Church have moral duties toward
these persons from which they can-
not exempt themselves without
lessening the demands both of pro-
fessional ethics and human and
Christian solidarity.

The sick person in a vegetative
state, awaiting recovery or a natu-
ral end, still has the right to basic
health care (nutrition, hydration,
cleanliness, warmth, etc.), and to
the prevention of complications
related to his confinement to bed.
He also has the right to appropri-
ate rehabilitative care and to be
monitored for clinical signs of
eventual recovery. 4

As a physician pointed out to
me however:

In the case of advanced demen-
tia, where a person has naturally
stopped taking nutrition due to
lack of thirst and hunger, and the
lack of bodily metabolism to prop-
erly digest it, the provision of fluids
and nutrition through artificial
means causes harm and increases
suffering.  We are required to pro-
vide nutrition by mouth if the
patient desires it, but we are not

required to provide nutrition
through surgically-placed tubes in
patients who are beyond the capac-
ity to desire and ingest food. 5

[Editor’s note:  He speaks from a
medical and legal perspective.]

With the current state of
Medicine there is no possibility for
the recovery of persons suffering
from advanced dementia.  While
one may not directly hasten death,
there is no obligation to prolong it
with extraordinary means.

Today there has been a
movement advocating the
“right to die.”  Some States
have even passed laws allow-
ing assisted suicide.

It has always been held in the
Catholic tradition that “euthana-
sia” or the direct taking of a per-
son’s life is forbidden as a form of
murder.  The administration of a
lethal dosage of a drug or the with-
drawal of nutrition or hydration to
cause the death of a person is
always considered immoral.

This is discussed defined by
the late Pope John Paul II:

By euthanasia in the true and

proper sense must be understood
an action or omission which by its
very nature and intention brings
about death, with the purpose of
eliminating all pain"; such an act
is always "a serious violation of the
law of God, since it is the deliberate
and morally unacceptable killing
of a human person."  Besides, the
moral principle is well known,
according to which even the simple
doubt of being in the presence of a
living person already imposes the
obligation of full respect and of
abstaining from any act that aims
at anticipating the person's death.
Considerations about the "quality
of life", often actually dictated by
psychological, social and economic
pressures, cannot take precedence
over general principles. 6

There is no “right to die” which
permits mercy killing.

As you can see, this is a com-
plex issue and we have only
scratched the surface.  If any part
of this is unclear please consult
your physician as well as your cler-
gyman.

1. End-of-life Decisions,
http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/e
nd_of_life_decisions.htm

2. Ibid.
3. Catechism of the Catholic Church,

Libreria Editrice Vaticana, ©1997,
paragraph 2278.

4. Address of John Paul II to the partici-
pants in the International Congress on:
“Life-sustaining treatments and
Vegetative state: Scientific advances
and ethical dilemmas.” Saturday, 20
March 2004.

5. David Hirstius, D.O., E-mail message
dated December 14, 2010.

6. Ibid, Address of John Paul II

LOOK FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF

THE BUGLE
to be distributed on-grounds the

week between February 15th - 19th

IVHQ-TV, CHANNEL #99
* ELECTRONIC MESSAGE BOARD
* LIVE REVEILLE (MON., WED., & FRI. AT 9:00 A.M.)
* LIVE CHAPEL SERVICES (BOTH CATHOLIC & PROTESTANT)
* SPECIAL LIVE & REPLAYED EVENTS
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TAPS (OCTOBER 12TH THROUGH DECEMBER 21ST)

GOD BLESS THESE SPECIAL MEN AND WOMEN, OUR COMRADES...

Don Coleman,
88, died November
2nd.  Don was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
6/13/08.

Pete Blair, 81,
died December
21st.  Pete was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since 3/9/92.

Don Berger, 83,
died October 31st.
Don was a WWII
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
7/22/93.

Carroll Auer, 81,
died December
10th.  Carroll was
a Korean War Air
Force Veteran and
a resident since
6/24/10.

Vernon Allen,
90, died October
31st.  Vernon was
a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
11/22/05.

Bob Conlan, 85,
died October 30th.
Bob was a WWII
& K W M a r i n e
Corps Veteran
and a resident
since 4/9/97.

Bob Heightman,
84, died October
17th.  Bob was a
W W I I a r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
9/13/10.

Jack Harvey, 90,
died November
14th.  Jack was a
W W I I N a v y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
2/20/07.

Junior Fulmer,
85, died November
21st.  Junior was
a WWII & KW
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
10/22/09.

Bill Dyer, 76,
died December
12th.  Bill was a
Korean War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
1/10/07.

Bill Conner, 84,
died December
14th.  Bill was a
WWII, KW, & VW
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
10/13/10.

Gordon Kurfman,
85, died December
16th.  Gordon was
a WWII Navy
Veteran and a res-
ident since
9/29/05.

John Ortwerth,
79, died November
14th.  John was a
Korean War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
1/14/10.

Chancie Munson,
85, died November
12th.  Chancie
was a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
11/19/03.

Paul Morgan, 86,
died October 31st.
Paul was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
7/12/10.

Harry Madison,
88, died December
20th.  Harry was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
3/19/09.

Leo Lynn, 86,
died December
5th.  Leo was a
W W I I N a v y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
8/26/10.

George Peterson,
91, died December
12th.  George was
a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
2/23/90.
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TAPS
GOD BLESS THESE SPECIAL MEN AND WOMEN, OUR COMRADES...

Sherman Shepherd,
85, died November
4th.  Sherman was
a WWII & KW
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
3/10/05.

Conrad Schultz,
82, died October
14th.  Conrad was
a WWII, KW, &
V W A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since 4/13/10.

Jay Rowsey, 91,
died December
9th.  Jay was a
W W I I N a v y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
9/12/05.

Bill Robertson,
79, died November
7th.  Bill was a
Korean War Air
Force Veteran and
a resident since
4/7/09.

Nellie Poore, 96,
died November
27th.  Nellie was a
WWII & KW Air
Force Veteran and
a resident since
10/20/05.

Sam Shotts, 86,
died November
22nd.  Sam was a
W W I I a r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since 4/8/10.

Don Wilson, 77,
died December
14th.  Don was a
Korean War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
11/30/10.

Elmer Wilkey,
95, died October
14th.  Elmer was
a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
11/6/09.

Ken Wazner, 82,
died November
12th.  Ken was a
W W I I & K W
Army Veteran and
a resident since
2/7/07.

THANK YOU & CONGRATULATIONS!
Administrator Bruce Vaca and the management staff would like to
thank all residents for their cooperation during the recent Annual VA
Inspection.  To the staff, congratulations on a job well done!  Your efforts,
dedication, and support have not gone unnoticed.  Keep up the great work!

May God Bless
the Souls of Our

Departed Comrades
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ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME AT QUINCY

WWIISSHH LLIISSTT
These items currently cannot be funded through the regular budget process but are nonetheless worthy proj-
ects.  If you or your organization are interested in funding a portion or an entire project, simply contact
Administrator Bruce Vaca at (217) 222-8641, ext. #202 or Director of Marketing Rick Gengenbacher at ext.
#380.  All contributions, no matter the size, will be noted in the Bugle with the Wish List.  These items will
remain on the list until we have received enough funds to purchase them.  New items will be added from time
to time.  (Checks should be made payable to the Illinois Veterans Home .  Please write the name of the proj-
ect you wish to adopt in the memo note.)  THIS LIST IS IN PRIORITY ORDER. As always, thank you for your time
and consideration.

REQUESTED: WWII MEMORIAL RESTORATION PROJECT
REASON: Years of wear and tear, especially from the intense sun and heat, have made a minor restoration

project on the World War II Memorial located on IVHQ grounds necessary.  After completion of the
three phase project, the Home anticipates the memorial to be maintenance free for several decades.

PRICE: $11,000 total  (Nearly $5,500 received thus far)

REQUESTED: SANDBLASTING & REPAINTING OF TWO WATER FOUNTAINS
REASON: The two beautiful water fountains at the Home (Sunken Garden area and at Century Circle) are

in dire need of a facelift.  They both need to be sandblasted to remove old paint and then repaint-
ed with a chlorinated rubber paint product.

PRICE: $10,000 total

WWIISSHH LLIISSTT CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD OONN PPAAGGEE ##2277

RETIREMENTS (OCTOBER 12TH THROUGH DECEMBER 21ST)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO IVHQ!  WE WISH YOU THE BEST!

Carol Morgan
retired on Novem-
ber 30th from
Nursing with near-
ly 20 years of serv-
ice.

Suzanne McGee
retired on
December 20th
from Nursing with
over 21 years of
service.

Ken Keller
retired on October
29th from the
Truck Garage with
nearly 33 years of
service.

Alesa Spangler
retired November
30th from Nursing
with over 22 years
of service.
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WISH LIST

CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONNSS RREECCEEIIVVEEDD
Due to a scheduling snafu the Contributions Received are
not able to be printed in this issue.  They will be printed in
their entirety in the January/February issue.  Thank you
for your patience and understanding.

Sincerely,

Rick Gengenbacher
BUGLE Editor

REQUESTED: PERMANENT OUTDOOR FURNITURE FUND
REASON: A quick survey of the outdoor furniture on IVHQ grounds shows the furniture to be in bad shape.

This fund will allow us to replace chairs, benches, picnic tables, and patio tables as needed.
PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Furniture to be replaced as donations are received.

REQUESTED: DOMICILIARY PARKING ENHANCEMENT
REASON: The parking lot behind Anderson and Somerville Barracks is in need of an overhaul.  This project

calls for two new light posts added to the area and two new heads placed on existing posts.  Finally,
the parking lot would be oiled and chipped.

PRICE: $16,000 total

REQUESTED: DONATIONS TO COVER PRINTING & MAILING EXPENSE FOR THE BUGLE
REASON: Donations are requested to help offset a portion of the annual expenses for the bi-monthly publi-

cation which, between printing and postage will exceed $20,000.00 per year.
PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

REQUESTED: DONATIONS TO THE RESIDENTS BENEFIT (ACTIVITIES) FUND
REASON: Daily activities for residents and all special events (such as the Family Picnic and the Christmas

Party) are funded out of the Residents Benefit Fund.  Donations of all sizes are always welcome
as our Activities Department continues to provide first-class events and reach out to all residents
through a variety of activities.

PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

Thank You For Your Consideration!!!

WWIISSHH LLIISSTT CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD......
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Pictured is IVHQ Administrator Bruce Vaca thanking members of
the Tri-State Lugnuts Car Club for their $6,300 gift prior to the
Annual Veterans Day Program on Thursday, November 11th.  The
organization raised the funds during their “Endless Summer Car
Show” at the Veterans Home on Sunday, September 12th.  Over the
past 11 years, the Lugnuts have conducted as many car shows and
donated just shy of $54,500 to the Home.  Thank you, Lugnuts!

Thank You, Lugnuts!


