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205 YEARS BETWEEN THE TWO
Pictured are Elmore residents Gene Zimmerman
and Mildred McDowell at Gene’s 102nd birthday
party on April 14th.  Mildred celebrated her 103rd
birthday on February 17th.  Both Mildred and
Gene are national treasures.  What a blessing to
have them at the Illinois Veterans Home!
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Population Report

Men Women
WWI 0 0
WWII 152 11
WWI & WWII 0 0
WWII & Korea 14 0
Korea 85 0
WWII, Korea & Vietnam 2 0
Korea & Vietnam 3 0
Vietnam 61 2
Gulf 2 0
Peace Time 19 2
Non-Veterans 0 63

Total 338 78

Total Population 416

H These statistics were valid as of April 21, 2011.

Age Range Chart

Men Women
39 & Under 0 0
40-49 0 0
50-59 10 0
60-69 45 4
70-79 59 6
80-89 187 53
90-99 35 14
100 & Over 2 1

Branch of Service Report

Air Force 33
Army 200
Coast Guard 4
Marine 24
Navy 92
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April, 2011

Dear Friend of the Home,

I‘d like to take this opportunity to
thank you for all the support you have
given the Home over the years.  We are
presently well into planning and soon
the implementation of our 125 year cel-
ebration. Without the support of count-
less others such as yourself, we would
be hard pressed to continue meeting
the many needs of the Veterans who
have resided in the Home over the
years, and those who are yet to come in
the future.

It is also my favorite time of the year
because we are coming out of the dark
of winter into the light of spring.  What
is better than the countryside greening
up and all the colors of new blossoms
and spring flowers?  Getting our “to do”
lists organized and putting things back
in order so we know what’s what is a
spring time activity as well.  This is
also the time of year we typically are
required to take a look at our finances.

As part of your financial review, it may
be a good time to discuss with your
advisors Estate Planning.  Should this

topic be part of your review, I would ask
that you remember the Quincy
Veterans Home. Remembering the
Home in your Estate Planning is an
easy way to help assure our resident
program services continue to meet the
needs of those who reside at the Home.

Thank you for the many years of sup-
port you have given to the Quincy
Veterans Home and thank you in
advance for your on-going future finan-
cial support as well as we endeavor  to
move into our next 125 years of service
to Illinois Veterans.

Sincerely,

Bruce L. Vaca
Administrator

Administrator’s
Column

BY ADMINISTRATOR BRUCE VACA
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A FEW THINGS GOING ON...
Please take note of the following events to take place in the weeks and months ahead:

* Dogwood Parade Trip - Saturday, April 30th load at 8:15 a.m.

* Canton Elks DANCE - Saturday, April 30th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.
Country Times Band.  Gem City Detachment of the Marine Corps League will be on hand
to escort, do a 50/50 and provide treats.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, May 6th at 10:00 a.m.  Location and
Guest Speaker TBA.

* Illinois Department, VFW Ladies Auxiliary, Mothers Day Event - Sunday, May 8th.  The
VFW will give treats to all our lady residents.  Happy Mother’s Day!

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, May 12th load at 1:00 p.m.

* American Legion & Auxiliary District #22 MAYFEST - Sunday, May 15th.  1:30 p.m. in
Lippincott Hall.  Poker, a CASH walk, BINGO, & treats - lots of them!

* Armed Forces Day MOPH Cook OUT - Friday, May 20th from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
the American Legion Pavilion on Lake Illinois.  Military Order of the Purple Heart will con-
duct a free Lunch for all residents and free-will offering luncheon for all staff.  Menu
will include hamburgers, bratwursts, hotdogs, potato salad, baked beans, coleslaw, cake,
& ice cream bars.

* Memorial Day Program & Family Picnic - Friday, May 27th.  See details on page #18.

* Canton Elks DANCE - Saturday, May 28th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.  Nick
Long Band.  Gem City Detachment of the Marine Corps League will be on hand to escort,
do a 50/50 and provide treats.

* Resident Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting - Friday, June 3rd at 10:00 a.m.  Location and
Guest Speaker TBA.

* Quincy Dorothy Chapter of DAR BINGO - Saturday, June 4th.  1:30 p.m. in Lippincott
Hall.  BINGO & treats.

* Wal-Mart Shopping Trip - Thursday, June 9th load at 1:00 p.m.

* Red Cross Musical Show.  Saturday, June 11th.  2:00 p.m. in Smith Hall.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
Friday, May 27th

Memorial Day Program & Family Picnic
(Details on page 18.  Invites were mailed to family members just before Easter.)
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Arnie Haak
From Lincoln

Fifer C
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 9/6

Fred LeVoy
Schapers B

From Orland Hills
Vietnam War
Navy Veteran
DOB is 6/27

Jack James
Markword 2

From McLeansboro
WWII & KW

Navy Veteran
DOB is 1/5

Theron Hughes
Fifer A

From Quincy
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 2/2

Darold Hobson
Schapers B

From Farmersville
Peace Time

Army Veteran
DOB is 6/30

Connie Maddox
Elmore East
From Quincy
Korean War

Army Veteran
DOB is 2/26

Tom Nutt
Schapers B

From Carthage
Korean War

Navy Veteran
DOB is 10/7

Harry Nordwall
Schapers B
From Peoria

WWII
Navy Veteran
DOB is 3/29

Keith Nelson
Markword 1

From Tennessee IL
WWII

Navy Veteran
DOB is 10/19

George Naught
Fifer C

From Quincy
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 2/8

NEW ADMISSIONS (FEBRUARY 25TH THROUGH APRIL 19TH)

WELCOME TO IVHQ

Alan Brackensick
Fifer D

From Warsaw
Vietnam War
Army Veteran
DOB is 1/15

Dean Felsman
Elmore East

From Mendon
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 8/28

Bill Falardeau
Markword 2
From Pana
Peace Time

Army Veteran
DOB is 1/6

Bob Edmonson
Schapers A

From Plainville
Korean War

Air Force Veteran
DOB is 12/16

Choc Derry
Markword 2

From Carthage
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 8/1
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NEW ADMISSIONS CONTINUED

WELCOME TO IVHQ

Al Osinski
Schapers A

From Evergreen Park
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 10/1

Charlie Werries
Markword 2

From Meredosia
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 10/19

Jim Tebbano
Fifer B

From Swansea
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 3/26

Dorothy Reichenbach
Markword 1

From Ramsey
Peace Time

Navy Veteran
DOB is 3/4

Jack Powell
Schapers B

From Danvers
WWII

Army Veteran
DOB is 11/15

Every spring, I look in earnest
at the changing of the weather
and hope that summer is not far
off.  This winter has been cold and
we have struggled with the out-
side challenges it has left us but,
soon we will be seeing the turning
from dark and cold to light and
warmth.  The chirping of the birds
and the budding of the trees
reminds us that we will be more
able to spend time outside admir-
ing the handiwork of our God real
soon.

Before we skip from winter to
summer, we must celebrate an
event in Christendom that direct-
ly affects our relationship with

God.   That event would be Easter
or more correctly, Resurrection
Sunday.  As the earth is coming
back to life and the birds are
migrating home, we find ourselves
thinking about a day when all of
the people of Jerusalem witnessed
the most diabolical event in histo-
ry.   It began earlier in the week
as a celebration.  A great cry was
heard, “Hosanna to the son of
David!  Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna
in the highest!”  (Matthew 21:9)
Those who witnessed this event
were caught up in the moment
and earnestly cried out for this
man of Galilee to become their

long awaited King.  The prophets
had foretold of His Kingdom and
the time was more than ripe for
Him to be the one... the long
awaited Messiah.  Their hearts
were so full of hope and anticipa-
tion but it was not to be.  Yes, this
was He who had been prophesied
so many centuries by God’s clerics
and prophets but it was not His
time to be the King.  First He
must be the lamb for sinners
slain.  What did that mean?  What
King would want anyone to call
him “the lamb”?  What could all
this mean and why were so many
people clamoring for a king any-
way?

To summarize the setting in a
few words would be almost impos-
sible but let me put it this way;
Israel had been down so long that
they were getting impatient about
all of the promises that GOD had
made to their patriarchs
Abraham, Issaac, Jacob and the
rest.  They had been promised a
King and he would reign over

Chaplain’s
Corner

BY REV. JOHN ADAMS



them and they would be powerful
again as in David’s day.  This
King would be able to take them
from bondage and insignificance
to great recognition and signifi-
cance.  Jesus seemed to have all
the right credentials plus his
miraculous abilities and authority
seemed perfect but wait, what
was he now telling his disciples?
“Now is the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of this world
will be cast out.”  And “If I am lift-
ed up from the earth, I will draw
all peoples to myself.”  (John
12:31-32)  What could this all
mean?  And what about the words
he spoke later in that upper room
experience?  “I go to prepare a
place for you... I will come again
and receive you to myself; that
where I am, there you may be
also.”  And then he said, “A little
while longer and the world will
see me no more, but you will see
me.  Because I live, you will live
also.”  (John 14:2,19)  What did all
this mean and why would the
“Promised One” be leaving now?
His Kingdom had not yet been
established and the King had not
yet been recognized formally...
had it?

This was the most important
moment for mankind.  The whole
earth was groaning in pain due to
the whole world’s rejection of God.
Sin had been passed on by the
first man and his wife and now, in
the presence of all mankind stood
God’s answer for a complete ful-
filling of His promises and hope
for the present and future of
mankind.  God was about to pro-
vide the complete and perfect sac-
rifice for sin and it came in the
person of His “Only begotten Son”,

Jesus.  Jesus had spoken these
words earlier to the disciples as
they listened to him, “I am the
way the truth and the life.  No
man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.” (John 14:6)  Now was the
time for the “lamb” to be placed on
that cruel Roman cross and pay
the debt for sinners such as you
and I.  And that is exactly what
Jesus did.

“Then he delivered Him to
them to be crucified.  So they took
Jesus and led Him away.  And He,
bearing His cross, went out to a
place called the Place of the Skull,
which is called in Hebrew,
Golgotha.  There they crucified
Him, and two others with Him,
one on the right and the other on
the left side of Him.” (John 19:16-
18)  Later the scripture tells us,
“He said, it is finished!   And bow-
ing His head he gave up His spir-
it.”  And the whole earth held its
breath and wondered, what does
this mean and what is next?  To
those watching those events first
hand it was a time of shock and
disappointment.  The Saviour of
the World hung on the cross
despised, forsaken and now dead.
Could anything change this terri-
ble thing into something wonder-
ful?  Only God!!!

It is here that I want to give
you the words of hope from sever-
al of my favorite hymn writers:
Philip P Bliss 
“Lifted up was He to die, It is fin-
ished was His cry, Now in heav’n
exalted high... Hallelujah, what a
Saviour!”
Augustus M. Toplady
“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me
hide myself in thee; let the water
and the blood, from thy wounded

side which flowed, be of sin the
double cure, save from wrath and
make me pure.  Could my tears
forever flow, could my zeal no lan-
guor know, these for sin could not
atone... Thou must save, and
Thou alone; In my hand no price I
bring, Simply to thy cross I cling.”
Isaac Watts
“Alas and did my Saviour bleed?
And did my Sovereign die?  Would
He devout that sacred head for
such a worm as I?  Was it for
crimes that I have done?  He
groaned upon the tree?  Amazing
pity grace unknown, and love
beyond degree!
But drops of grief can ne’er repay
the debt of love I owe; Here, Lord,
I give myself away... Tis all that I
can do.”

As we think about this very
Holy time, let us never take our
eyes off the empty tomb.  It is here
that Christianity differs from all
other faiths.  We serve a “risen”
Saviour.  His death was real but
his resurrection was equally real.
His time on this earth had a very
wonderful effect upon those who
knew Him and believed upon Him
as their “lamb for sinners slain”.
When He came from the tomb, He
provided the final word on the
Lord’s promise to forgive men
their sin and to make it possible to
be children of the Lord forever.
All that is missing is for man to
admit his sinfulness and believe
that Christ died for that sin and
then to call upon the Lord to for-
give that sin due to the blood of
Christ.

Have you approached His
throne with that request?               
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LOOK FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF

THE BUGLE
to be distributed on-grounds the

week between June 13th and 17th.
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Dean Perisho 5/2 Markword 1
Arthur Walters 5/2 Markword 1
Earl Carriger 5/2 Fletcher 2
Don Miller 5/2 Markword 2
Claudie Cook 5/4 Fifer A
Mel Hummel 5/4 Fletcher 1
Thelma Baumgartner 5/4 Elmore 2
Milo Mechling 5/6 Markword 2
Sharon Holthaus 5/8 Elmore 2
Ray Engel 5/9 Fifer B
Betty Wallace 5/9 Elmore 2
John Coughlin 5/10 Fifer D
Pauline Kmack 5/11 Markword 1
Harold Stearman 5/14 Fletcher 1
Irvin LeBlanc 5/18 Schapers B
Dewie Walker 5/18 Fletcher 2
Jerry LaFleur 5/18 Elmore East
Richard White 5/19 Markword 2
Gene Foltz 5/19 Somerville
Gary Roberts 5/19 Fifer D
A.J. Brady 5/22 Fifer B
Jim Gumm 5/22 Elmore West
Caroll Johnson 5/24 Fifer C
Jim Zuehlke 5/24 Elmore West
John Goudschaal 5/24 Elmore East
Earl Haynes 5/25 Fifer A
Leroy Wallace 5/25 Somerville
LaVerne Reich 5/27 Anderson
Ken Conroy 5/28 Schapers B
James Quesenberry 5/30 Markword 1
Eldon Vahle 5/31 Markword 2
Virgil Ketchum 5/31 Fletcher 1
Frank Wellman 5/31 Elmore East

Susie Clay 5/1 Physical Therapy
Jennifer Fantz 5/1 Dietary
Brenda Langan 5/2 Activities
Priscilla Slater 5/3 Medical Records
Dale Wells 5/3 Security
Amy Halle 5/4 Nursing
Tony Gravitter 5/5 Dietary
Sandy Wemhoener 5/5 Nursing
Bill Postle 5/8 Pharmacy
Gerald Deming 5/9 Maintenance
Tori Goehl 5/9 Nursing
Margaret Johnson 5/11 Dietary
Mary Craft 5/13 Nursing
Chris Logan 5/14 Laundry
Dale McMillan 5/16 Dietary
Jim Mann 5/17 Nursing
Jerrilyn Mason 5/18 Pharmacy
Robert Johnston 5/19 Nursing
Brittany Jackson 5/20 Nursing
Susan Horton 5/21 Dietary
Doria Sanders 5/21 Social Services
Sheila Nokes Deming 5/22 Laundry
Rick Gengenbacher 5/23 Marketing
Marsha Saxbery 5/23 Nursing
Terry Schaffnit 5/23 Physical Therapy
Cindy Fritts 5/25 Social Services
Angie Wagner 5/25 Nursing
Randy Hoffsuemmer 5/26 Nursing
Tiffany Rossiter 5/26 Nursing
Tanya Wolf 5/26 Nursing
LaSha Lewis 5/27 Nursing
Gail Tasco 5/29 Dietary
Sara Hankins 5/30 Dietary
Sheri Johnson 5/30 Nursing
John Frank 5/31 Dietary

MMAAYY BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYYSS

RReessiiddeennttss EEmmppllooyyeeeess
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Sam Nixon 6/2 Markword 2

Woody Woodward 6/3 Fifer C

Slim Sommerville 6/4 Fifer A

Mel Arns 6/7 Fifer A

Eva Wellman 6/8 Elmore East

Richard Whiting 6/10 Markword 1

Wally Skolarz 6/11 Elmore East

Bobby Kenley 6/11 Markword 1

Pete Shannon 6/11 Fletcher 2

Jake Jacob 6/13 Fifer B

Tater Wills 6/13 Elmore West

Sam Digangi 6/14 Schapers B

Pete Erio 6/14 Fifer C

Wayne Humke 6/19 Markword 2

Donna Rischar 6/19 Elmore 2

Dorothy Vredenburgh 6/20 Fifer C

David Magner 6/20 Fletcher 2

Louis Menting 6/21 Markword 2

Dick Laws 6/22 Markword 1

Jim Riherd 6/22 Fifer C

Nadine Scott 6/24 Elmore 2

Ben Thomas 6/25 Fifer D

Imogene Webster 6/25 Elmore East

Toad Peters 6/25 Fifer B

Chuck Rischar 6/25 Markword 1

Phil Satorius 6/26 Fletcher 2

Francis Tate 6/26 Markword 2

Fred LeVoy 6/27 Schapers B

Bill Kronshagen 6/30 Elmore East

Darold Hobson 6/30 Schapers A

Monica Williams 6/2 Nursing
Cathy Hall 6/3 Nursing
David Brinkley 6/5 Dietary
Bill Luthin 6/5 Maintenance
Jereme Barnard 6/7 Dietary
Lynda Melton 6/7 Nursing
Susan Peters 6/7 Housekeeping
Bruce Vaca 6/7 Administrator
Rev. John Adams 6/8 Chaplain
Patty Cowan 6/8 Dietary
Heather Frisbie 6/8 Nursing
Lisa Schuckman 6/8 Nursing
Kimberly Shoopman 6/8 Nursing
Angela Bevans 6/9 Nursing
Marlene Jenkins 6/9 Nursing
Mary Altgilbers 6/10 Dietary
Laura Williams 6/10 Nursing
Brenda Holton 6/11 Activities
Torrie Mook 6/11 Nursing
Julie Sharrow 6/11 Dietary
Steve Walker 6/11 Maintenance
Ashley Campbell 6/12 Nursing
Martha Church 6/12 Nursing
Michelle Cooley 6/12 Nursing
Susan Harness 6/12 Nursing
Angela Redman 6/12 Nursing
Tim Derhake 6/13 Truck Garage
Charles Klingele 6/13 Maintenance
Alaina Neff 6/19 Nursing
Alizibeth Martin 6/21 Nursing
Dr. Zorian Trusewych 6/21 Medical Staff
Gigi Corbett 6/23 Nursing
Brittany Galbraith 6/24 Nursing
Donetta Jansen 6/24 Nursing
Cynthia Beswick 6/25 Nursing
Kathy Cheney 6/25 Nursing
Jacqueline McMullen 6/25 Nursing
Lorri Booth 6/27 Physical Therapy
Amanda Carroll 6/27 Dietary
Tina Clayton 6/27 Nursing
Rick Ensley 6/27 Housekeeping
Kristie McNay 6/27 Business Office
Mark Carpenter 6/28 Truck Garage
Gary Foss 6/28 Dietary
Dawn Whitcomb 6/29 Adjutant’s Office

JJUUNNEE BBIIRRTTHHDDAAYYSS

RReessiiddeennttss EEmmppllooyyeeeess



PAGE 10

By April 1886, with land prepa-
ration and construction underway on
the Veterans Home property, the
thoughts of the supporters of the
home turned to a grand celebration
in honor of the laying of the corner-
stone for the imposing, four story
headquarters building, which was to
become the central structure and
focal point of the large and beautiful
campus.  At a meeting held April 22,
1886, attended by Col. W.W. Berry
and Maj. Rowland, it was decided
that this ceremony should take place
on June 24, St. John’s Day, and that
the Grand Lodge of the Free Masons
should be asked to conduct the dedi-
cation of the cornerstone.  It was
anticipated that the event would
draw vast crowds to the city, includ-
ing, as noted in the Daily Whig of
April 23, “thousands of strangers
aside from the invited guests, who
will include distinguished gentlemen
connected with the Free Masons and
the Grand Army of the Republic,
State officers, and other prominent
citizens of Illinois.”  Also expected
were “a number of Commanderies of
Knights Templar” who would be
present “as escort to the Grand
Lodge.”  Clearly, it was thought, this
would be the second, and far grander,
citywide celebration of the location of
the Home in Quincy.

Unfortunately, as spring weath-
er delayed construction and land-
scaping work at the home it became
clear that the laying of the corner-
stone in June was impossible, and on
May 5th, in a joint meeting, the local
committee for the celebration and the
trustees of the Home decided to leave
open the date for the event.  As the
summer advanced, and labor strikes
as well as weather continued to
interfere, it became obvious that the
ceremony could not occur before the
fall, and there was a fear that this
event would conflict with the even
greater three day celebration of the

dedication of the Home being
planned for October, 1886.  Instead,
in a small ceremony on Monday,
August 2nd, the cornerstone was laid
by Maj. S. M. Randolph and Co.
William Harlev, the architect and
supervisor of construction of the
headquarters building, both of
Chicago. 

As early as June 1886, a local
planning committee was proposed to
coordinate the city wide celebrations
associated with the formal dedication
of the Quincy Veterans Home, and by
June 13th the Daily Whig was pro-
posing that the “Fall Demonstration”
include “a night demonstration and
illumination” to be organized by the
“people of the city.”  They further
noted, “It has been several years
since Quincy indulged in a creditable
public parade or demonstration of
any character whatever,” and that
“Citizens generally desire to avoid a
Fourth of July celebration,” or “any
similar event” in the heat of the sum-
mer.  By October, however, the
weather would be “cool and pleasant,
and no one will feel the effects of the
work involved in carrying out an
elaborate program.”  

In July, an executive committee
of Quincy merchants and dignitaries
was appointed with Quincy Mayor
Parkhurst elected chair, and plans
were begun for a grand celebration,
of three days duration, to take place
Oct. 19 to 21st of 1886.  As planning
progressed, a grand encampment of
the Illinois Posts of the G.A.R. was
proposed potentially adding 3,000 to
4,000 visitors and participants to the
event.  Committees were  appointed
to handle financing, housing of visi-
tors, decoration of private homes,
businesses and public buildings
along the grand parade route, and
management of the parade itself,
planned for the second day of the
exercises.  It was estimated the costs
of the celebration would be near

$6,000, to be raised by citizen and
business contributions.  

From the beginning of planning,
the major components of the celebra-
tion were the opening of the Grand
Encampment of the G.A.R. to be
located on the grounds of the
Veterans Home, the grand parades
and “night illuminations,” the
speeches and messages to be deliv-
ered both in Washington Park and at
the Home grounds during the dedica-
tion, and a grand fireworks display.

By September, these plans, in
details both great and small, were
nearing completion.  Included was an
official “souvenir of the celebration”
which was to be “a medal the size of
the ‘Dollars of our Daddies,’ with an
illustration in relief of the headquar-
ters building surrounded by ‘Illinois
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home’ on the
one side, and an inscription suitable
to the occasion on the other side,” to
hang from a pin of crossed cannon
and flag.  “Dollars of our Daddies”
was a common name for the very
large silver dollars issued between
1796 and 1891. Other souvenirs
would be offered by businesses in
Quincy, including a “beautiful
Limoge Clock, embossed with roses”
to be had at J.D. Levy & Co, cloth-
iers, and a medal “almost facsimile of
those prepared by Mr. Ottman” being
given out by Pope, Baldwin  & Co. 

An example of the Ottman medal
(or one of its imitations), as well as
other souvenirs of the celebrations,
can today be seen at the All Wars
Museum on the Illinois Veterans
Home at Quincy campus.

As part of the festivities on the
second day of the celebration, at 7:30
p.m. there was planned a “Grand
illuminated street parade with fancy
floats and scenes and tableaux illus-
trating American wars.  Brilliant
flambeaux and Japanese clubs, and
display of pyrotechnics.  Illumination
of the city and Washington park by a

“TO PROVIDE A HOME”
PARADES & ILLUMINATIONS by Lynn Snyder
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novel arrangement of electric and gas lights.”  (Quincy
Daily Herald, Sept. 11.)

As reported in the Oct. 21st, Quincy Whig, during the
parade “the illuminations were grand all along the line,
the business men and private citizens vying with each
other in making displays.  Red lights were in every block,
and sky rockets, Roman candles, bombs, etc., filled the air.
The sight was grand,  and cheer after cheer went up from
the throats of the assembled thousands.”  The parade
itself also must have been an exciting spectacle,  contain-
ing marching bands, and such groups as “Arion Quartet
and Parasol club,” the “Juvenile Zouave Company,” the
“Soldiers Home drum corps,” the “Gem City Gun Club fir-
ing bombs,” and the “Turner Society with Red Fire.”

In addition, eight floats, prepared under the supervi-
sion of W. P. Pinkston of St. Louis, were pulled by teams
of blanketed horses.  If the illustrations which appeared in
the Whig on the 21st were proportionally correct, these
floats were grand in size, and presented patriotic and sen-
timental scenes of army life.  The floats were entitled
“Columbia and Her Defenders”, The Soldier’s Farewell,”
“Camp Scene,” “Foraging,” “The Soldier’s Dream of
Home,” “The Picket Guard,”  Peace,” and finally, “Illinois
Welcoming Her Maimed Soldiers and Sailors.”  They rep-
resented the course of war, from enlistment and farewell,
through battle, death or return home.  The floats, three of
which are illustrated here, were such a success that they
were preserved to be used in fall celebrations in subse-
quent years.                              

Today, 125 years later, the employees and residents
of the Illinois Veterans Home at Quincy are carrying on
the tradition, preparing a float for the Dogwood Parade on
April 30th.  There will also be a parade (on grounds) and
celebration to mark the 125th on October 19th.

Next:  The Opening Celebrations, Part II – The
G.A.R. Encampment.

FLOAT #1, COLUMBIA AND HER DEFENDERS
“Columbia stands on a pedestal supported by columns represent-
ing the states of the Union.  Grouped at the four corners of the
pedestal are Union volunteers in the attitude of defense – a
zouave, a sailor, an infantryman and a cavalryman.  At each cor-
ner of the float are similar figures.  A shield and an American
eagle are conspicuous.  The whole effect is emblematic of the
opening of the wear, when the loyal men responded to the call of
their country.”  Quincy Daily Whig, Oct. 21, 1886, page 1

FLOAT #2, THE SOLDIER’S FAREWELL
“A home cottage and grounds, with shrubbery, trees, etc., a Union
volunteer bidding adieu to his weeping wife and children; in the
foreground the National flag, a fifer and a drummer, and enlisted
men beckoning their comrade to hurry to the front.  A pathetic
scene which was enacted as so many thoughts of home in Illinois
during the war, and which will vividly recall the days when the
troops were leaving for the field.  In conception, coloring and pos-
turing it life-like and beautiful.”  Quincy Daily Whig, Oct. 21, 1886, page 1

FLOAT #5, THE SOLDIER’S DREAM OF HOME
“At southern landscapes scene, in the center of which is a soldier
leaning upon his musket, asleep.  His dream is reproduced in the
background - a parlor in a northern home, where the wife and
children of the soldier are gathered at the fireside and anxiously
awaiting his return from the field.”  Quincy Daily Whig, Oct. 21, 1886, page 1

FLOAT #8, CAMP SCENE
“Tents. soldiers in quarters, a camp kettle suspended from a tri-
pod, guns and paraphernalia of war generally.”  QDW, Oct. 21, 1886, page 1



PAGE 12

ON BEHALF OF HUMANITY
While in Army boot camp at Camp
Carson, CO, Bill West was selected
after the strictest physical of his life
for the 10th Mountain Division: an
elite group of soldiers trained at
Camp Hale in the same state for the
most rigorous high-terrain combat of
WWII.  The initial training for this
specialized work was daunting: in
nine days troops marched 170 miles
with full packs through the Rocky
Mountains from Carson to Hale.  25
mile forced-marches and grueling
obstacle courses were also part of
their training.

Bill’s division was assigned to
the mountains of Italy.  “We did
whatever we had to in combat.  I was
in artillery firing 75 millimeter
bombs three shells at a time.  Once
in a kitchen tent in “Hell’s Corner” -
as we called it.  Germans zeroed in
and shelled us ruthlessly.  Another
time we were pinned with only
enough rations for 12 to 15 men, but
were forced to surrender our food to
the mayor of a little Italian town.
We often had trouble getting food
and temperatures were bitterly cold,
the weather extremely harsh; even
the butter couldn’t melt and the cof-
fee was always ice-cold!”

Bill received three battle stars
during his three years of service.
His 10th Mountain Division received
the Congressional Presidential
Citation, a Distinguished Service
Medal and is one of the most hon-
ored companies in American mili-
tary history.

One of the men in his division
was Bob Dole, later a distinguished
U.S. senator from Kansas and presi-
dential candidate. Bill offers some
unique insights into this important
20th century political figure.

“Bob was in my division in the

infantry unit and he got shot up bad
during combat and was even thought
dead for a time.  Afterwards only one
of his hands was strong and his right
shoulder severely damaged.  When
he was dating his wife [Elizabeth
Hanford Dole, later U.S. Senator
and cabinet member in both the
Reagan and George H.W. Bush
administrations] he put a towel over
his shoulder to hide his injuries, but

his soon-to-be mother-in-law told
him his battle scars were a badge of
honor and he should proudly show
them.”

During WWII Bill received “V-
letters” from his family and when he
returned home they greeted him
along with many residents of his
hometown of Johnston City (20 miles
east of Carbondale).  Although it was
“difficult to believe you’re safe for
quite awhile, [he] had to readjust to
civilian life.”  The support of his fam-
ily and community helped with this
transition.   As with most WWII vet-
erans the honeymoon of post-war life
was short-lived: he needed a job. 

For five years he worked in the
Parts Department for Diagraph-
Bradley in Ordill, IL, “For the first
three months at Diagraph I was lost
on the job, but then things fell into
place for me!”  Then he moved his
wife and two children cross-country
to New Mexico in search of work.
There for three years he worked in
the Parts Department of a potash
mine.  When workers at the mine
went on strike, Bill talked with a
state senator from Illinois who told
him that Universal Match back in
Ordill needed someone with his
background.  The West family moved
back to Illinois and Bill continued
employment.  When that company
moved its plant to Arizona, he
worked giving away surplus food in
Illinois before landing a job with
Olin Company and working there for
three more years.

Then in November of 1969 he
passed a Civil Service Test for the
State of Illinois and was hired as a
Veterans Employment
Representative.  For the next 19
years until his retirement he called
on employers for veterans seeking
work and wrote federal government
work contracts.  “It was a real good
job and I enjoyed it.  I had more con-
tracts written up than all the rest of
our office put together.”

William Glen West was born on
April 24, 1923, and his father, a
WWI veteran, worked in the coal
mines for several years before turn-
ing to farming.  His mother was a
homemaker and farmer’s wife.  They
lived in Williamson County - often
given the adjective “bloody” because
during a strike the mining company
hired 22 non-union workers and they
were all killed as “scabs” by angry
miners.  Bill’s uncle was later killed
in a mine collapse and his wife had
to raise three boys as a widow.
When the mines offered the young
Bill West good wages, (“six dollars a
day; big money then!”) his father
advised him to find other work.
Looking back now nearly 70 years
later on that advice that he heeded,
he says “like the old song goes, ‘we
owed our soul to the Company
Store!’”

Bill was the only boy in his fam-

Mr. Bill West

Resident
at Random

BY JOSEPH NEWKIRK
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ily along with three sisters, and his
youngest sister Betty was so severe-
ly affected by pneumonia that part
of her jaw came out.  She recovered,
though, and as an adult raised ten
children. Bill was an “active young-
ster who knew all the fishing holes,
turtles, eggs, and frogs.”  When the
Great Depression collapsed the
country in 1929, life changed dra-
matically. “At one time everybody in
town had a job; then it seemed like
everybody was on relief.  We lived on
a farm and stayed off [government]
relief.  In the 7th grade I got a five-
mile daily paper route that I kept
through high school and with the
money I earned bought my own
books and clothes.  I also had a job
cleaning a telephone office for $1.15
a week and got a nickel a bucket for
carrying up coal from downstairs.
At the same time I sold ice while ice-
men were on their routes and made
a nickel per 100 pounds and I always
worked on the family farm milking
cows, cleaning the barn, and work-
ing in the garden.   I also cleaned
wallpaper for people.”

In high school he was in every
play and starred as “Tiny Tim” in
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas
Carol.”  He was named “Best
Citizen” during his junior year at
Johnston City High School and his
favorite subjects were math and his-
tory.  He fondly remembers a sixth-
grade teacher, Leo Pool, who “loved
to teach” and who inspired him to go
to high school at a time when many
boys in the town did not continue
their education.

Bill was quite active in the Boy
Scouts and along with his troops
sold items that financed the building
of the Scout Cabin in Johnston City
that is still used today.  During the
1937 flood he aided citizens of
Shawneetown in Williamson County
by bringing parcels of food to victims
of this natural disaster.

When Bill was discharged from
the Army in February of 1946, a
notice ran in the local paper, and it
was read by a young woman he
began dating.  He and Diane
McMullen went on to become hus-
band and wife in a 59-year marriage
that bore two daughters and a son.

One daughter died only a few days
after birth and his other daughter,
Debbie, an honor-roll student who
later worked as a VA hospital nurse
and who never smoked a cigarette in
her life, exercised regularly, and was
a “picture of health” died of lung
cancer in May of 2009.  His son,
William Junior, is an Air Force vet-
eran who worked for over 20 years
as a buyer for Diagraph-Bradley and
later in an electrical warehouse for
Kirby-Risk Electrical Supply in the
same area where both he and his
parents were born and lived.

As the 87 year-old WWII veter-
an reflects on life, war, and peace,
his words are profound and power-
ful. “War is no good.  If we let work-
ing people do the talking, we’d never
have war.  People who work every
day are the same the world over.
Working people just want to be left
alone to make a living for their fam-
ily.  Wars are started by people like
Hitler and Mussolini who only want
power and to rule the world.  I like
people and never could get myself to
dislike Germans.  I don’t look at
race, creed, nationality, or ethnic
origin.  I try to treat everyone the
same.  Once there was a dead
German whose body was being run
over by soldiers in one of our trucks.
I told them to stop and moved the
body out of the way!  His mother
loved him just as much as our moth-
ers loved us.”

Bill’s son faced an arduous chal-
lenge growing up: he contracted
polio and spent two months in a St.
Louis hospital before beginning
extensive bed rest at home.  He was
under medical care for two and a
half years his mother worked with
him every day; by resting and using
weights he slowly regained his
strength.  “He overcame so much: in
1963 his junior baseball team won
the league championship.  Many
people thought polio was contagious
and they didn’t want their children
to play with my son.” 

Bill held every office in the
Christian Church - deacon, elder,
trustee, Sunday School teacher and
superintendent - and he was com-
mander of the local American
Legion.  His family was musical with

his father playing the violin and
banjo, his mother the violin, and his
sister the piano.  They were all choir
leaders in the church.  He says that
Ronald Reagan is his favorite presi-
dent and adds, “He was also our old-
est president and that has a lot to do
with wisdom.”

William West is deeply thankful
for the care he received at Parkway
Estates Nursing Facility after recov-
ering from the back surgery that left
him in a wheelchair and for his min-
ister, Reverend Lee Petty, and his
church family with their prayers.
Also William and Sandy Grant and
Sharon Russell have helped him in
many ways.  At IVHQ he receives
physical therapy and says, “My goal
is to walk back into Parkway
Estates on my own!”

From his earliest youth Bill
worked very hard, and as he reflects
on his life a spirit of benevolence in-
action emerges.  His was a labor of
love, not only for his family but all
humanity.  Both at the beginning
and end of our interviews he says, “I
like people!”

When he came to the IVHQ in
May of 2010 he did not know a soul,
just as when he moved his family to
New Mexico in search of employ-
ment.  Yet he brought a friendly and
outgoing nature and a belief that
“working people are the same every-
where” and quickly made friends.  In
my mind’s ear during our inter-
views, Barbara Streisand sang,
“People who need people are the
luckiest people in the world.”
History books record that William
West was part of one of the most
illustrious divisions in American
military history, but between the
lines of his biography, shining in
noble and compassionate deeds, his
life is illuminated from within as one
of the luckiest people in the world.

Editor’s Note:
The dates and events noted in the
Resident at Random article are to
the best recollection of the resident
highlighted.  The feature is for
entertainment purposes only.  
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Candid
Shots

“Candid Shots” from around IVHQ over
the past several weeks.  Enjoy.

IDVA Director Dan Grant Addresses the Resident Advisory Group

Canton Elks Saturday Dance in Smith Hall Resident Advisory Group Meeting

Canton Elks Dance American Legion Mardi Gras Party

American Legion Mardi Gras Party American Legion Mardi Gras Party
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Wayne Firth, DAV, presents a $1,000 for comfort items

10th District VFW BINGO

Quincy Exchange Club’s Buddy Program

10th District VFW BINGO

The IVHQ Volunteer Popcorn Poppers

Quincy Exchange Club’s Buddy Program

Stained Glass Windows in Nielson Dining Room

Quincy Exchange Club’s Buddy Program
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Spring!  Finally it’s SPRING!
And, thanks to the Veterans
Grant funds to the library staff
that means new books, new DVDs,
& new CDs!  In other words, it is
like Christmas!!!  We certainly are
having fun looking through all the
boxes of new library stuff!  Soon,
all of them will be on the shelves
labeled and ready for you to check
them out.

Some of the library’s new
DVDs titles include several of the
most recent releases: Salt with
Angelina Joline; King’s Speech
with Colin Firth; Unstoppable
with Denzel Washington; Red
with Bruce Willis; The Tourist
with Johnny Depp & Angelina
Joline; Wall Street: Money Never
Sleeps with Michael Douglas; and
Burlesque with Cher and
Christina Aguilera.  There are
quite a few more DVDs than these
that are mentioned, in fact there
are 68 in all.  You will just have to
come to the library to see all of
them.

There are also over 100 new
books in large print!  Some of the
fiction titles are: Dead or Alive, by
Tom Clancy; Tick Tock, by James
Patterson; Bel Air Dead, by Stuart
Woods; Buried Prey by John
Sandford; Eve, by Iris Johansen;
Athena Project, by Brad Thor; The
Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s
Nest, by Stieg Larsson; Love You
More, by Lisa Gardner; Phantom
Evil, by Heather Graham and
many other books by well known
authors such as Anne Perry, Fern
Michaels, Robert Ludlum, Jack
Higgins, and Mary Higgins Clark.
In non-fiction there are interest-

ing books: like Andy Rooney, by
Andy Rooney; Hothead by Cal
Ripkin Jr.; Going Home to Glory,
by David Eisenhower; Decision
Points by George W. Bush; My
Lucky Life In and Out of Show
Business, by Dick Van Dyke; Our
Last Best Chance, by King
Abdullah II; NASCAR Legends,
by Robert Edelstein; Computers
for Seniors, & Facebook & Twitter
for Seniors; and Why My Third
Husband Will Be A Dog, by Lisa
Scottoline.  There are too many to
list so, of course you will have to
come to the library to see all the
new books.

Library hours are: Monday;
Wednesday; Friday: 8:30 to Noon
& 1-4 PM; Tuesday & Thursday:
8:30 to Noon.

LIBRARY EARLY YEARS continued
Below are two articles about

the Home during the building of
the library building and some
other buildings on grounds.  It
was a time of great growth for the
Home and many more residences
were needed.  Of particular inter-
est is the number of men living
here.  These articles were taken
from old Quincy newspapers.
Many thanks goes to Lynn
Snyder, the library volunteer, for
collecting abundant accounts
about the history of this library
and this Veterans Home.  Her
research is enabling the library to
gather many interesting facts and
numerous narratives in order to
build an archive of the story of the
Illinois Veterans Home for poster-
ity.

This article was taken from

the Quincy Daily Whig newspa-
per, October 8, 1905 issue, Page 8.

NEW BUILDINGS
AT SOLDIERS’ HOME
Trustees Award Contract to
Buerkin & Kaemper, of
Quincy.

Yesterday afternoon at a meeting
of the board of trustees of the
Soldier’s Home, held at the head-
quarters building of the camp, the
contract for building the three
new cottages and the library and
nurses’ dormitory was awarded to
Buerkin & Kaempen, of this city,
their bid being the lowest received
from the six contractors in the
competition.  The appropriation
was $51,500.

Gen. George F. Dick and Col.
B. F. Fun, commissioners of the
McLean County memorial cottage,
yesterday selected a site for the
new building on the west side of
the flower basin which lies south
of the headquarters building.  The
memorial cottage, when complet-
ed, will be 46 feet long, 34 feet
wide and two stories in height.
On the first floor will be a library
room, a reception room, a general
sitting room, a dining room, two
sleeping rooms and two toilet
rooms.  There will be ten sleeping
rooms on the upper floor.  The
commissioners say McLean
County will expend $5,000 on the
building, which will be completed
by the end of next summer.

This last article was taken
from the Quincy Daily Journal
newspaper, November 25, 1905
issue, Page 7.

ADJ. ELDER’S
REPORT OF HOME
PRESENT TODAY IN THE
INSTITUTION ARE 1,625, ON
FURLOUGH, 342 
Operation may be performed on
Chaplain - Progress of New
Buildings.

Library
Notes
BY LYNN FLEMING
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SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’
HOME, Nov. 24 – Adjutant John
M. Elders’ morning report,
November 25th, 1905:
Total number present, 1,625
Total sick and disabled, 278
On furlough, 342
Absent without leave, 2
Total privates absent, 344

Chaplain Davidson is in about
the same condition this morning

as that of yesterday. Dr. Prince, of
Springfield, came over yesterday
to perform an operation, but after
consultation with the board of sur-
geons at the Home, it was decided
to postpone the matter for further
consideration.

Our new cottages and library
are growing up higher every day.
The library and nurses’ dormitory
is making a rapid growth.  The
walls of the south end are up to

the height of the first story, with
the east, west and north sides
nearly up to the same height.  The
new cottage north of No. 12, is
well advanced as the water tables
and first floor joints are in place,
and ready for the brick work.  The
new cottage east of 15 has the
foundation walls completed ready
for the water tables, and the one
east of Cottage 11 will have its
foundation ready for the water
tables by next Monday night.

PROVIDING A HOME FOR VETERANS...
125 YEARS STRONG

A summary or our 125th anniversary celebration plans:

Community Day - Monday, July 4, 2011.  In cooperation
with the City of Quincy and several major sponsors, the
July 4th Fireworks display in Quincy will take place on
Home grounds.  Many Quincy residents remember when
the Home hosted the event each year.  Only once in the
last three decades has the fireworks display been at the
Home (that was 1986 – at the Home’s centennial celebra-
tion).  In addition to the fireworks, we will be hosting
the Quincy Park Band Performance and are looking to
add several other events (fishing rodeo, car show, kids
zone, food vendors, etc.) to the day to truly make it a
community celebration.

Volunteer and Veterans/Service Organizations Day –
Friday, August 12th.  What can we say about the men
and women, individually and collectively, who do so much
for our veterans?  They are the best.  We will host an
open house in their honor on this day.  On Sunday,
August 14th we will recognize our state organization
during Veterans Day at the State Fair.

Employee and Retiree Day – Wednesday, September
7th.  We are planning a very special luncheon for all
employees and retirees.  In addition to a great meal, we
will conduct a talent show.  This event will be totally
funded by the employees themselves.

Foundation Day – Wednesday, October 19th.  This is
the date the Home officially opened and we will mark it
by celebrating our veterans and their spouses.  Plans
include an on-grounds parade, birthday celebration with
cake, and a special “big time” entertainment show.

In addition to these major events, we will be hosting or
participating in a number of smaller event throughout
the year.  An example is a visit by the United States
Coast Guard Silent Drill team in August.  Another is a
our parade entry into the local Dogwood Parade and vis-
its by our real-life Pvt. Joe to area events.

125th Anniversary Shirts
Available in short or long sleeved

All shirts are white
Small-4XL in Adult & Small-Large in youth

Short Sleeved Shirts - $10.00
Long Sleeved Shirts - $15.00

(2XL, 3XL, & 4XL shirts are an additional $2.00)

Shirts are available in the IVHQ Gift Shop,
the Personnel Office, or by contacting

Rick Gengenbacher at (217) 222-8641, ext. 380.
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Erin Ragar
Nursing - 4/4

Jay Gomer
Truck Garage - 3/16

Amy Wainman
Nursing - 4/4

Rebecca Wallace
Nursing - 3/16

NEW EMPLOYEES (FEBRUARY 25TH THROUGH APRIL 19TH)

RESIDENTS AND FELLOW STAFF WELCOME YOU TO IVHQ!

MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM

& FAMILY PICNIC

The Annual Memorial Day Program and Family Picnic will take
place on Friday, May 27th.  We will begin with our tradition-
al Memorial Day program.  It will start promptly at 10:30 a.m.
near the World War II Memorial/Kent Infirmary Front Lawn
and last approximately one hour.  Our keynote speaker will
either be Illinois Governor Pat Quinn or Illinois Department
of Veterans Affairs Director Dan Grant.  As usual, we’ll have
several musical selections and the remembrance of all veter-
ans who have died at the Home over the past year – the name
of each deceased veteran will be read during “roll call”.

Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. (following the program) in
the same area.  The menu includes a grilled prime rib sand-
wich, pasta salad, coleslaw, cupcakes, vanilla ice cream, grilled
hot dogs, potato chips, and beverages.  We’ll also have a
watermelon booth.  Entertainment will be provided by musi-
cians Keith Johnson and then Mariah Henderson. 
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ANNIVERSARY DATES (MAY & JUNE)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE EMPLOYEES FOR THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE!

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES:
Dory Black Nursing May 20th

NO 15 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES

10 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES:
Lola Brumbaugh Nursing May 7th
Josie England Nursing May 7th
Karen March Nursing May 7th
Darin Lefringhouse Dietary May 14th
Kris Durbin Nursing June 4th
Cindy Fritts Social Services June 4th

5 YEAR ANNIVERSARIES
Don Cole Dietary Mar. 23rd
Bill Spangler Dietary May 16th

Anniversary dates are printed at the 5, 10, 15, and 20 year anniversaries.  Starting
at 25 years (and all those above) employees will have their photo published as well.
Congratulations to all celebrating anniversaries during these two months!

Dave Davidson
Nursing

34 years on 6/20

Malinda Bockenfeld
Nursing

27 years on 6/1

RETIREMENTS
(FEBRUARY 25TH APRIL 19TH)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO
IVHQ!  WE WISH YOU THE BEST! Mary Townsend

retired from the
Switchboard on
February 27th with
20 years of service.

Janet Barton
retired from
Nursing on March
31st with 18 years
of service.

Laurie Edmondson
Laundry

38 years on 6/1

Susie Peters
Housekeeping

33 years on 5/16

Patty McKinney
Laundry

29 years on 6/8

Kathie Rigg
Nursing

29 years on 6/8
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RELATING TO ALZHEIMER’S
AND DEMENTIA PATIENTS
More insights from Jolene

Brackey...
In our last issue I wrote about

visiting with the Dementia
patient quoting Alzheimer's edu-
cator Jolene Brackey at length.
The visits of loved ones make a
big difference for our residents.
While a resident may not remem-
ber that visit long, the good feel-
ing of being loved remains and
sustains the individual.

Now some might wonder why
the chaplain is writing about this.
What we do to sustain and com-
fort one another is not overlooked
by the Lord.  Indeed, visiting the
sick is one of the seven corporal
works of mercy.

Mrs. Brackey has graciously
allowed us to print more of her
material that will be helpful for
any person visiting a friend or a
family member.  Because of the
length of her article, I will print it
over a period of the next six or
eight issues.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

FAMILY MOMENTS
UNDERSTANDING THE PERSON

WITH ALZHEIMER’S
By Jolene Brackey

They lose their short-term memo-
ry

We know people with
Alzheimer's lose their short-term
memory.  This is why they repeat
their stories, why they cannot
remember what they had for

breakfast, or that you visited the
night before.  Instead of making
them utilize their short-term
memory, focus on their long-term
memory.  Instead of asking them
if someone came to visit last
night, talk about that person in
general.  "Your husband is a hard
worker.  He sure likes to..."

What about that story they
tell you over and over again and
you want to say, "You already
told me that 10 times!"  Please
refrain and see the positive side
to their story.  Think to yourself,
this is the story I must remem-
ber.  As the disease progresses

and they lose their ability to com-
municate, this is the story I can
tell them over and over again
that will put a light in their eye
and possibly a smile on their face.

Another situation, which
happens frequently, is when you
remind them over and over again
they have an appointment.  When
you arrive to pick them up, they
say, "No one told me.  I am not
ready to go."  First of all, stop
reminding them of upcoming
events because they will not
remember.  Instead, come an
hour early and say, "I am here to

take you to..."  When they say you
didn't tell them, slowly recite
these words, "I'm sorry.  I forgot
to tell you. (pause)  We still have
lots of time.  I will help you get
ready."  Comment frequently
after that, "We'll go for ice-
cream."  Ice-cream is a magically
persuasive word. They are more
likely to cooperate for ice-cream.

"Our value lies in what we
are and what we have been, not
in our ability to recite the recent
past."
-- Homer, A man with
Alzheimer's.

As the disease progresses, their
age  regresses

As the disease progresses, a
person with Alzheimer's will get
younger and younger in their
mind.  In other words, they lose
more and more of their short-
term memory.  Early in the dis-
ease they may have lost the last
10 years, but as the disease pro-
gresses they may lose the last 40
years, the last 60 years and so on.
This is why they don't recognize
their spouse because in their
mind they think they are 25 and
their spouse is too old.  They may
ask where their mom is or want
to go to work.  If you see them
talking to themselves in the mir-
ror, they think they are talking to
another person because they
don't recognize themselves.  That
person in the mirror is much
older than they are.   If they think
the reflection in the mirror is
someone else and causing a nega-
tive reaction, then you will want
to remove any mirrors in their
room.

First of all, figure out what
age they are living. For instance,
if they are looking for their
spouse but do not recognize their
spouse, you can assume they
remember they are married
which is usually between the age
of 20 to 40.  If they are looking for

Pastoral
Reflections

BY FR. DON BLICKHAN
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their mom, you can assume they
are an adolescent.  Once you fig-
ure out what age they are living,
then you need to think about
what was significant in their life
at that time.  Talking about that
time in their life can trigger
memories you may not have
heard before.  This is an opportu-
nity to get to know them in a dif-
ferent way because they don't rec-
ognize you.  Use this new infor-
mation to create moments of joy
for both of you.

A daughter came up to me
and started talking about her
father who has Alzheimer's.  She
told me how when she was grow-
ing up she was the only girl to
three boys.  Her father spent the
majority of time with the boys so
she didn't know her dad very
well.  Today he has Alzheimer's
and she is his caregiver.  She is
getting to know her dad for the
first time BECAUSE he doesn’t
recognize her as his daughter.
But he says her name with tears

in his eyes, which tells her he
does love her very much.

They may not recognize you
but they have not forgotten you!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

©2002 by Jolene A. Brackey.
Used with permission.  Check out
her website at www.enhancedmo-
ments.com for more quality
resources.

In Harm’s Way
The BUGLE is recognizing the family members of IVHQ residents and employees who
are currently serving In Harm’s Way.  Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.
May we never forget the sacrifice of the service man or woman or that of their fam-
ily anxiously awaiting their safe return.  Serving In Harm’s Way:

MM2 Travis Allen US Navy Japan
Travis is the son of Lisa Allen, Pharmacy

SGT Donald Daniels IL Army National Guard Egypt
Donald is the stepfather of Hema Rebman, Nursing

PFC Joel Hill US Army Afghanistan
Joel is the nephew of Keitha Stark, Personnel and cousin of Michaelynn Delcour, Nursing

SSGT Shannon Jenkins US Army Afghanistan
Shannon is the nephew of Marlene Jenkins, Nursing

SGT Louis Klement IL Army National Guard Egypt
Louis is the husband of Valerie Klement, Nursing

GYSGT Shawn Martin US Marine Corps Afghanistan
Shawn is the brother-in-law of Alizibeth Martin, Nursing

SFC Michael McClintock US Army Egypt
Michael is the grandson of Ed McClintock, Elmore Infirmary

Capt. Shawn Nokes IL Army National Guard Iraq
Shawn is the son of Sheila Nokes-Deming, Laundry, and stepson of Gerald Deming, Power Plant

MSGT Joe Steele US Army Afghanistan
Joe is the cousin of Alizibeth Martin, Nursing

SSGT Nathan Wiley US Air Force Japan
Nathan is the Godson of Deanna Marshall, Activities
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A FEW OF OUR BEST!
ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME

2011 EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

JANUARY
Paul Schreacke, Truck Garage

FEBRUARY
Adrienne Scott, Nursing

MARCH
Bobette Leonard, Nursing

APRIL
Bob Haas, Social Services

VFW AUXILIARY

Pictured is Janet Long, VFW Ladies Auxiliary
Department Hospital Chairman, presenting a
$5,000 check for the WWII Memorial Restoration
project to Administrator Bruce Vaca.  The
restoration project was adopted by Beverly
Beyer, VFW Ladies Auxiliary State President,
who made it her State Project.  Janet presented
the check on behalf of Beverly and the VFW
Ladies Auxiliary.  Thank you, President Beyer!

UNEXPECTED FLY-IN

Volunteer Services had an unexpected "fly-in"
volunteer when this goose landed on the air
conditioner outside of their office.  The goose
landed with a big thud and just kept looking
in the window.  Then it started honking.
Must of seen its reflection or something else it
liked or didn’t like.  In the meantime he was
scaring the heck out of the staff inside the
building!
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TAPS (FEBRUARY 25TH THROUGH APRIL 19TH)

GOD BLESS THESE SPECIAL MEN AND WOMEN, OUR COMRADES...

Fred Peters, 89,
died April 16th.
Fred was a WWII
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 2/4/08.

Lyle Owens, 66,
died April 13th.
Lyle was a
Vietnam War
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
6/25/08.

Emmerson Munro,
90, died April
15th.  Emmerson
was a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
11/4/10.

Rick Mowery,
87, died March
8th.  Rick was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
4/21/09.

Joan McCollom,
80, died April 6th.
Joan was a Non-
Veteran and a res-
ident since
12/1/04.

Bob Sanlin, 90,
died April 12th.
Bob was a WWII
Army Veteran
and a resident
since 11/15/04.

Tom Dittmer,
55, died April
12th.  Tom was a
Vietnam War Air
Force Veteran and
a resident since
2/3/11.

Spunky Curboy,
87, died March
5th.  Spunky was
a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
9/29/03.

Wayne Cole, 81,
died April 5th.
Wayne was a
Korean War
Marine Corps
Veteran and a res-
ident since 9/13/06.

Elmo Baker, 82,
died February
28th.  Elmo was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
11/27/07.

Jack Badamo,
88, died April 5th.
Jack was a WWII
Air Force Veteran
and a resident
since 10/7/09.

Jerry Hanchett,
84, died April 1st.
Jerry was a WWII
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
2/7/11.

Maggie Judge,
89, died April 1st.
Maggie was a
Non-Veteran and
a resident since
10/29/86.

Max Johnson,
87, died March
27th.  Max was a
WWII & Korean
War Army Veteran
and a resident
since 10/28/10.

Larry Jessip, 87,
died March 16th.
Larry was a WWII
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
8/13/09.

Roberta Heck,
88, died on March
8th.  Roberta was
a Non-Veteran
and a resident
since 6/19/09.

John Hauck, 91,
died March 5th.
John was a WWII
Army Veteran and
a resident since
1/23/08.

Maurice Loring,
90, died April 9th.
Maurice was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
3/16/09.
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TAPS (CONTINUED)

GOD BLESS THESE SPECIAL MEN AND WOMEN, OUR COMRADES...

Carol Talbert,
81, died March
11th.  Carol was a
Non-Veteran and
a resident since
2/10/10.

Forrest Spangle,
84, died April
18th.  Forrest was
a WWII A.F.
Veteran and a res-
ident since
12/16/10.

Bunk Spafford,
89, died March
27th.  Bunk was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran  and a
resident since
2/18/11.

Pete Smith, 80,
died March 13th.
Pete was a Korean
War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
6/23/10.

Sparky Shipe,
87, died March
19th.  Sparky was
a WWII Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
12/14/04.

Terry Utter, 62,
died March 15th.
Terry was a
Vietnam War
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
1/26/09.

Fred Yelliott, 86,
died March 2nd.
Fred was a WWII
Navy Veteran and
a resident since
5/15/02.

Maury Wilson,
73, died April
17th.  Maury was
a WWII Veteran
and a resident
since 12/8/09.

Ed Wedic, 82,
died March 23rd.
Ed was a Korean
War Army
Veteran and a res-
ident since
9/25/09.

Bob Van Deusen,
93, died March
25th.  Bob was a
W W I I A r m y
Veteran and a res-
ident since
5/27/09.

GOD BLESS THE SOULS
OF OUR DEPARTED COMRADES

Man who is born of woman is of a few days and is full of trouble.  He
cometh forth as a flower and is cut down.  He fleath also as a shadow
and continuith not.  For as much as God has taken the soul of our
departed comrade we now commit his body to the ground to sleep and
his soul to endless peace to rest.  The dust returneth to the earth as
it was, and the Spirit returneth to God who gave it.
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ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME AT QUINCY

WWIISSHH LLIISSTT
These items currently cannot be funded through the regular budget process but are nonetheless worthy proj-
ects.  If you or your organization are interested in funding a portion or an entire project, simply contact
Administrator Bruce Vaca at (217) 222-8641, ext. #202 or Director of Marketing Rick Gengenbacher at ext.
#380.  All contributions, no matter the size, will be noted in the Bugle with the Wish List.  These items will
remain on the list until we have received enough funds to purchase them.  New items will be added from time
to time.  (Checks should be made payable to the Illinois Veterans Home .  Please write the name of the proj-
ect you wish to adopt in the memo note.)  THIS LIST IS IN PRIORITY ORDER. As always, thank you for your time
and consideration.

REQUESTED: 125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
REASON: As we have planned our 125th Anniversary Celebration, we have taken financial responsibility

into careful consideration and are quite honestly being as frugal as possible.  We are accepting
donations from individuals, organizations, and businesses to enhance our plans though.
Especially our plans for Foundation Day (on October 19, 2011).  We hope to provide our residents
with first-class entertainment and further, we would like to be able to provide every resident with
some type of small commemorative item.

PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

REQUESTED: AMERICAN VETERANS’ MEMORIAL GARDEN
REASON: We would like to create a beautiful perennial garden between the Stone Building and Smith Hall

for our residents, their families, and all other visitors to enjoy.  Thanks to Bergman Nursery, we
have a breathtaking design that has high curb appeal and is low in maintenance.  Some of the
design features are a paver patio with stone benches, special lighting, retaining walls, walkways
for wheelchairs, a dry creek bed, and berms with annuals and flowering trees.  This special gar-
den would honor all military veterans and its many walkways would tell the story of America’s
pathway to freedom.

PRICE: $35,000 total

REQUESTED: FLAGS FOR SUNSET CEMETERY AVENUE
REASON: As discussed at previous Advisory Council Meetings, over the years, it has become increasingly dif-

ficult and expensive to put an individual flag at each cemetery graveside on Memorial Day.
Therefore, we are proceeding with our plan to have a display of American Flags along the avenue
leading into the cemetery, much like the Avenue of Flags display down the main boulevard and
around Pvt. Joe.  These flags will pay tribute to the nearly 7,000 men and women interned at the
cemetery.  Update - we have moved forward with this project in order to have the Sunset
Cemetery Flag Display completed by the upcoming Memorial Day observation.  Funding
is still being sought for the project and continued donations will be greatly appreciated.

PRICE: $10,250 total (Flags - $550.00, Poles - $3,700.00, Concrete Bases - $6,000.00.)

REQUESTED: DONATIONS TO COVER PRINTING & MAILING EXPENSE FOR THE BUGLE
REASON: Donations are requested to help offset a portion of the annual expenses for the bi-monthly publi-

cation which, between printing and postage will exceed $20,000.00 per year.
PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

WWIISSHH LLIISSTT CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD OONN PPAAGGEE ##2266
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REQUESTED: DONATIONS TO THE RESIDENTS BENEFIT (ACTIVITIES) FUND
REASON: Daily activities for residents and all special events (such as the Family Picnic and the Christmas

Party) are funded out of the Residents Benefit Fund.  Donations of all sizes are always welcome
as our Activities Department continues to provide first-class events and reach out to all residents
through a variety of activities.

PRICE: ONGOING FUND -- Donations of all sizes are appreciated.

Thank You For Your Consideration!!!

WWIISSHH LLIISSTT CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD......

Michael & Carolyn
Hamann donated
$25.00 to the Bugle
Fund

The Charles Curran
Memorial donated
$25.00 to the Activities
Fund

The Richard
Sichrovsky Memorial
donated $610.00 to the
Activities Fund

Raymond & Maria
Knowles donated
$75.00 to the Activities
Fund

Elk's National
Veterans Service
Commission Macomb
Elks Lodge 1009
donated $550.00 to the
Activities Fund and
$300.00 for Garden
Therapy Program

The Jay T. Rowsey
Memorial donated

$50.00 to the Activities
Fund

The Clifford Thrasher
Memorial donated
$100.00 to the
Activities Fund

Anonymous donation
of $50.00 to the Bugle
Fund

24 Hour Group of
Quincy donated
$100.00 to the
Activities Fund

The Francis Brannan
Memorial donated
$5,300 to the Activities
Fund

VFW Ladies Auxiliary
of Beason IL donated
$74.56 to the Red Hat
Parties in December
and January

Erling & Janet Catlin
donated $50.00 to the
Activities Fund

Sam Gass donated
$200.00 to the
Activities Fund

William West donated
$10.00 to the Bugle
Fund

AMVETS Post 104
donated $90.00 to the
Markword Bingo Fund
for March and April

Floyd & Diane
Alexander donated
$300.00 to the
Activities Fund

The John Miller
Memorial donated
$1,215.00 to the WW II
Restoration Project &
Bugle Fund

Combined Veterans
Association of Illinois
donated $200.00 to the
Christmas Party Fund

The Edith Spohr

Memorial donated
$50.00 to the Activities
Fund

The Forrest Foster
Memorial donated
$20.00 to the
Activities Fund

Linda Schneider
donated $25.00 to the
Bugle Fund

Monica United
Methodist Church
donated $10.00 to the
Activities Fund and
valentines

Paul Towne Memorial
AMVETS Auxiliary
169 donated $15.00 to
the Activities Fund

Louis & Evelyn Foster
donated $50 to the
Activities Fund and
$50 to the Bugle Fund

The Jean Sheppard
Memorial  donated

WISH LIST

CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONNSS RREECCEEIIVVEEDD (since last issue)
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TTHHAANNKK YYOOUU FFOORR YYOOUURR GGEENNEERROOSSIITTYY!!!!!!

$25.00 to the Activities
Fund

Veterans of Foreign
Wars Inc Oregon
Post 8739 donated
$1,600.00 to the
Activities Fund

Greater Peoria Amvets
Ladies Auxiliary
Post #64 donated
$25.00 to the Activities
Fund

The Steven Kamphaus
Memorial donated
$235.00 to the
Activities Fund

Veterans of Foreign
Wars Urbana Post 630
donated $500.00 to the
Activities Fund

The John Klinc
Memorial donated
$455.00 to the
Activities Fund

Carlos & Carol Shaw
donated $20.00 to the
Activities Fund

The American Legion
Post 979 of Bartonville
donated $500.00 to the
Activities Fund

Randy Riley donated
$20.00 to the Bugle
Fund

Dorothy Kovaly donat-
ed $4,872.00 to the
125th Anniversary &
Activities Funds

Raymond Speckhart
donated $14.00 to the

All Wars Museum

Mildred McDowell
donated $250.00 to the
125th Anniversary &
Bugle Funds

Catholic War Veterans
Marion Post 1780
donated $100.00 to the
All Wars Museum

James & Helen
Bangert donated
$15.00 to the Bugle
Fund

The John Hauck
Memorial donated
$300.00 to the  WW II
Memorial Restoration

The Roy Grisham
Memorial donated
$10.00 to the Outdoor
Furniture Fund

Galesburg Christian
School Jr. American
Citizens DAR Rebecca
Parke Chapter donated
$166.00 to the  
Activities Fund &
Valentines

Tri-State Lugnuts
donated $5,800.00 to
the Special Fund, New
Juke Box at Smith
Hall

Robert & Deb Freesen
donated $1,000.00 to
the WW II Restoration
Project

The Carol Talbert
Memorial donated
$160.00 to the
Activities Fund

Greenview AMVETS
Ladies Auxiliary Post
179 donated $50.00 to
the Activities Fund

AMVETS Ladies
Auxiliary #100
Jacksonville IL donat-
ed $200.00 to the
Activities Fund in the
name of Susie Sisler

Susan Franco donated
$10.00 to the Bugle
Fund

Betsy Owens donated
$10.00 to the Bugle
Fund

Eugene Kuhn donated
$10.00 to the Bugle
Fund

The Leo Shipe
Memorial donated
$765.00 to the
Activities Fund

The Elmo Baker
Memorial donated
$35.00 to the Activities
Fund

The Terry Utter
Memorial donated
$170.00 to the
Activities Fund

John & Pat Bybee
donated $10.00 to the
Bugle Fund

Bonnie Freesen donat-
ed $50.00 to the Bugle
Fund

Ray Wernstrum donat-
ed $500.00 to the

125th Anniversary
Celebration

The Kathryn Oakman
Memorial donated
$60.00 for Musical
Entertainment

The Jeannette Hunt
Memorial donated
$5.00 to the Activities
Fund

The Sparky McMahon
Memorial donated
$50.00 to the Activities
Fund

The Margaret Judge
Memorial donated
$60.00 to the Activities
Fund

Anonymous donation
of $100.00 to the
Activities Fund

The Max Johnson
Memorial donated
$35.00 to the  WW II
Restoration Project

Veterans of Foreign
Wars Ladies Auxiliary
Monee, IL donated
$5,000.00 to the WW II
Restoration Project

Disabled American
Veterans Springfield
IL donated $1,000.00
for Comfort Items
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Thanks to the generosity of several individuals and organizations,
the WWII Memorial restoration fundraising is complete.  The
restoration work will begin shortly but could take several months
to complete.  We offer a sincere thank you to everyone who con-
tributed to the project.

WWII Memorial Restoration


